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Mission Statement
The Bulletin is the newsletter of the WMDDS and its mission is to inform the membership of up- 
coming and recent events, state & local issues related to dentistry, and as a forum for its officers, 
representatives, and members to discuss appropriate topics of interest to the membership.

Communication & Advertising Policy
The Bulletin will publish submitted articles from members and others that relate to the practice of  
dentistry, small business, social, or political issues affecting dentists, or other subjects of interest  
to the membership. All published items are subject to space restrictions and the community 
standards of the WMDDS. The editors reserve the right to reject any article or advertisement 
deemed inappropriate and to edit submissions as they see fit.

Submission & Publication Policy: Articles and advertisements must be submitted no later than 
the 1st of the month preceding publication date. The Bulletin has six publications: the winter 
issue, spring issue, summer issue, directory issue, fall issue, holiday issue. Direct submissions or 
correspondences to:

Dr. Daniel Miller | 1471 E. Beltline Ave Suite 101 | Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525
Email: WMDDSBulletin@gmail.com

ADVERTISERS INDEX
The Bulletin wishes to thank our valued advertisers who support organized dentistry by 
helping to defray the cost of printing and mailing.

Advertising in the Bulletin is seen by over 90% of the dentists in the West Michigan 
District. This includes five of the fastest growing counties in the state: Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, 
Montcalm, and Mecosta.

For information on advertising rates, call Elaine Fleming, WMDDS Executive Secretary at 
616-916-8559. Target your market—advertise in the Bulletin!
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colleagues to renew or start their membership and be active in  
the organization. 

This issue features an update from the events at the ADA House of 
Delegates, including the MDA’s own Michele Tulak-Gorecki running for 
ADA president elect. It also features an update on the recent WMDDS 
legislative event. The next issue will feature more information on virtual 
credit cards, an interview with a trustee, and more. 

For more information on membership, contact the MDA.

Keep smiling,

 
Daniel Miller, DDS

Be an Active Member This Year

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

EDITOR’S LETTER

Fall is a time for family and friends. This is highlighted by gatherings 
at Thanksgiving. It is also a time for the dental family, which includes 
the MDA. This time of year is renewal season, and it is time to pay 
MDA dues now. Organized dentistry leaders from the MDA and ADA 
are aware that membership numbers are on the decline. The MDA is 
holding steady with a larger market share than the ADA, but even the 
MDA is seeing a decline. If you are reading this Bulletin you already 
know the value of membership, but you should know what the MDA 
and organized dentistry is doing for its members. 

In the fall of 2021, the ADA hired Dr. Raymond Cohlmia as their new 
executive director. He was hired as a change maker to help reverse the 
membership decline and strengthen the organization. The MDA also 
recently hired a new executive director, John Tramontana, who has 
brought a renewed energy and openness to change. Organized dentistry 
cannot keep doing the same thing and expecting new results. It must 
adapt to grow membership and thrive as an organization. In his short 
tenure as director, John has already made important connections in 
the dental community that will help the MDA. He is working to bring 
exciting changes to the MDA Annual Session and is working hard with 
the Board of Trustees to find new membership models.

The future of the association and organized dentistry is not simply up 
to a few select individuals. It is up to you, the individual member. It 
is important that your voice is heard. If you have a comment, opinion, 
or idea, please reach out to the MDA and let them know. Your input is 
welcome and appreciated as it helps shape the future. The MDA sets 
its priorities for the year based on member feedback. Your feedback 
directly impacts the actions of the Board of Trustees. Our organization is 
only as strong as its members. It is important that you encourage your 

MDA Contact Information
John Tramontana 
MDA Executive Director 
jtramontana@michigandental.org

Angie Kanazeh 
MDA Director of Membership 
akanazeh@michigandental.org



	 WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | FALL ISSUE 20244

I’ll See You at WMDDS CE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Anthony Guinn, DDS, MS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS President

Friends, how about those Detroit Lions? Who’s got it better than us? 
I hope you and your family enjoyed this beautiful 2024 West Michigan 
fall. In the Guinn household, life is inexplicably busy since the arrival of 
a healthy baby girl, Eleanor June. Turns out Stephanie was born with 
superpowers. I have no idea how she’s doing it all while recovering 
from a fourth C-section. Might be more appropriate to extend Mother’s 
Day into Mother’s Week…

As we go back to school, fall back in time, trick or treat, binge college 
football, visit the farms, and try to keep up with fall sports, it’s easy 
to forget about upcoming WMDDS CE events, the Silent Bell, and new 
licensing requirements. I think we can all agree practice has changed 
in a post COVID world; so too has organized dentistry. The prior model 
of having CE events be a key benefit of organized dentistry is not the 
same as it was five years ago. In years past, the WMDDS CE events 
were a time for the membership to get together. The Board hopes the 
choice of high quality CE events locally will provide the option to enjoy 
this benefit together once again. We are glad to see our members are 
bringing staff and would love to see more member dentists attend as 
well. The Board will continue to work to provide members with CE, but 
the Board is also looking into opportunities for providing new member 
benefits. We look forward to seeing you at a CE and future events.

Make sure to look in the latest Bulletin for new opportunities to help 
support our dental community. Please email myself or Elaine Fleming to 
learn more.
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TRIPARTITE UPDATE

Your Membership Working for You!
ADA

 	 See full update from the ADA House of Delegates on 
page 10. 

 	 Brett Kessler was installed as the 161st president, 
and Richard Rosato was elected as president elect.

 	 Michigan’s Michele Tulak-Gorecki announced her 
candidacy for president elect.

 	 ADA is working on opening a credit union for members.

MDA
 	 Annual Session is scheduled for April 23–26, 

2025 in Detroit. 

 	 The MDA Nominations Committee is still 
seeking applications for open positions, 
including: MDA President-Elect, MDA Secretary/
Treasurer, three MDA trustee positions (three-
year terms), and ADA 9th District Delegation 
(three delegate and 14 alternate positions). 
Applications are due December 7th.

WMDDS
 	 The next WMDDS CE course will be on Friday, 

January 24, 2025. Please note that the only 
speaker will be Dr. Muhammad Saleh, and the 
course topic has changed. Registration will start 
at 8:30 am and the seminar will begin at 9:00 
am. CE credits: 6. See inside back cover of this 
issue for registration form.

 	 At the 2024 American Association of Dental 
Editors and Journalists Annual Meeting, the 
Bulletin was awarded a Journalism Award for 
Humanitarian Service from the International 
College of Dentists for the “Missional Dentist” 
article from the Spring 2023 issue.

 	 The West Michigan District Dental Society 
Board approved the Distinguished Service 
Award Committee's recommendation to award 
Dr. Richard Panek the 2025 Silent Bell Award. 
The Silent Bell event will be held on Friday, 
March 7, 2025 at Thousand Oaks Golf Club. 
Watch for more information about this event  
in January. Congratulations, Dr. Panek!  
Well deserved!
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The county of Mecosta has no updates at this time. Look for 
more updates in future issues.

Kent County
Brad Robinson, DDS, MD 
WMDDS Kent County  
Representative
bradley.m.robinson.dds@gmail.com

WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN / COUNTY  & SOCIETY UPDATES

The Holland/Zeeland Dental Society kicked off the 2024–25 
year with a social gathering at Boatwerks. We had a great 
turnout and nice evening. Our following meeting took place on 
November 12th at Macatawa Legends. The meeting topic  
was “All On X Treatment,” and it was sponsored by NDX Labs.  
NDX Labs will also sponsor our January 14th meeting on 
“Planning and Material Selection” at Macatawa Legends. Social 
hour at both of the events is sponsored by Huntington Bank. 
Stay tuned for future meeting dates and times.  If you have any 
questions, please email Tom Anderson at tander7480@aol.com.

Ottawa County
Tom Anderson, DDS  
WMDDS Ottawa County  
Representative 
tander7480@aol.com

The WMDF Golf Outing was a huge success. Yay us!

At our last meeting, the community grants committee received 
eight applications. We chose to grant $20,950 among the 
applicants. AWESOME !

Be on the lookout for an incredibly well-written annual appeal 
letter in November. In addition to the funds from the golf 
outing, the contributions to the WMDF help fund scholarships 
and grants.  

West Michigan  
Dental Foundation
Gary Scott, DDS 
WMDF President
glsdds1996@gmail.com

The county of Mecosta has no updates at this time. Look for 
more updates in future issues.

Mecosta County
Alex Gould, DMD  
WMDDS Mecosta County 
Representative
gouldat@icloud.com

The counties of Ionia/Montcalm have no updates at this time. 
Look for more updates in future issues.

Ionia/Montcalm County
Ben Wallace, DDS, PC 
WMDDS Ionia/Montcalm County 
Representative
benjamin.c.wallace@gmail.com



WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | FALL ISSUE 2024 7

COUNTY & SOCIETY UPDATES / WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN

Our Doctor/Dentist Mortgage* offers down payments as 
low as 5% when you build and 0% when you buy.** Whether 
it’s your first home, second home, or dream home renovation, 
we have the specialty programs and lending expertise to help 
save you a lot of time, money, and hassle.

You’ve got enough on your mind.  
Let me mind your mortgage.

 
Let’s get started. I look forward to working with you. 
Contact Zac Ellerbroek
Mortgage Loan Originator
(616) 234-6864 | (800) 242-9790 x6864 
Zac.Ellerbroek@LMCU.org
NMLS #138717

*To be eligible for the Doctor/Dentist program, the Medical or Dental professional must hold the degree of Medical Doctor (MD), Doctor of Osteopathy (DO), Doctor of Dental Surgery, (DDS), Doctor of Medicine in Dentistry (DMD), Doctor of Podiatric 
Medicine (DPM), or Nurse Anesthetist, must be in a residency program, have completed a residency program, or be an established Doctor/Dentist, and establish an automated payroll deposit with LMCU. Doctor/Dentist Michigan Loan to value (LTV) 
ratios up to 100% with loan amounts up to $1,250,000; 95% LTV up to $1,500,000; 90% LTV up to $1,750,000; and 85% LTV for loan amounts up to $2,000,000; and 70% LTV up to $2,500,000. **For well-qualified borrowers. The interest on the 
portion of the loan that exceeds the value of the dwelling is not tax deductible. Please consult your tax advisor. 

13149 2024 WMDDS - Zac Ellerbroek_Fall Issue_7-26-24.indd   113149 2024 WMDDS - Zac Ellerbroek_Fall Issue_7-26-24.indd   1 7/26/24   12:46 PM7/26/24   12:46 PM

New Dentist Forum
Jeffrey Heinz, DDS, MSD 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
jeffreymheinz@gmail 

 
Sabrina Wadood, DDS 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
sabrina.wadood@gmail.com

The New Dentist Forum kicked off the new season with a successful social 
at Thornapple Brewing back in August. Our first CE event of the year was 
this past September, and it was a great success. Local dentist, Dr. Natalie 
Monette, lectured about using 3-D printing for restorative treatment. This 
was followed with a CE event on November 7th with a focus on Pediatric 
Dentistry with Dr. Meghan Condit at Watermark. The next CE event will be 
January 9, 2025. We hope to see you there.
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OUR COMMUNITY / DENTISTS DOING GOOD

Dentists Doing Good:  
Colette Rumann Smiley, DDS

Submitted by Jeffrey Heinz, DDS, MSD 
Rockford 

As healthcare professionals, we often find ourselves on the other side of 
patient care. However, life has a way of shifting our perspectives. Ten 
years ago, I heard the words that would change my life forever: “You 
have leukemia.” This diagnosis set me on a path that would not only 
challenge me personally, but also inspire a deep commitment to The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS).

A Personal Battle
I was enjoying the empty nest stage of life. Our oldest daughter was 
beginning a new career on one coast. Our youngest daughter was in 
her second year of college on the other coast, and following twenty-
four years of clinical practice, I had recently transitioned to teaching 
in the Allied Dental program at Grand Rapids Community College. It 
was a typical Tuesday when I visited my doctor for what I thought was 
a sinus infection. Little did I know that routine lab tests would reveal 
Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML), a diagnosis that would immediately 
hospitalize me for seven weeks of intensive chemotherapy.

As healthcare professionals, we’re used to being in control, managing 
our packed schedules, and caring for others. Suddenly, my calendar was 
cleared, replaced by chemotherapy treatments, low blood cell counts, 
and a continuous fight against infection. The reality of AML’s 27.4% 
five-year survival rate hit hard, especially when the Bone Marrow 
Transplant Team entered my room. They explained the chemotherapy 
had made me ‘cancer-free,” but it will likely return. They then offered 

a sliver of hope. The journey would be difficult, and their new program 
at my local hospital meant I wouldn’t have to travel to a far-off cancer 
center for their cutting-edge care. Fearing the loss of the future I had 
envisioned, I decided to take the risks, embracing the only true option 
they could offer.

Thanks to evolving therapies, advanced research, and a selfless, 
anonymous 26-year-old German donor, I underwent a life-saving stem  
cell transplant. This December marks my tenth “rebirthday”—a 
milestone that renews my commitment to LLS and its mission.

LLS: Leading the Charge Against Blood Cancers
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is the nation’s largest nonprofit 
funder of blood cancer research. LLS has been instrumental in devel- 
oping nearly every breakthrough in blood cancer treatment, including 
today’s advances in immunotherapy, genomics, and precision medicine.

Key LLS Initiatives:
1.	 Research Funding: LLS invests heavily in research. Since its 

inception 75 years ago, LLS has invested $1.5 billion in cutting-
edge research. LLS’s research program has contributed to nearly 
every breakthrough in blood cancer treatment over the past several 
decades, including helping to advance more than 75% of the FDA-
approved blood cancer treatments since 2017.

I always love writing about our WMDDS dentists doing good. We 
are so fortunate to have many of us who enjoy giving back and 
helping the communities that support us. For this edition, I was 
made aware of one of our own, Dr. Colette Smiley, giving her time 
and effort towards a cause that was near and dear to her. I had no 
idea she had such an intimate relationship with leukemia, and we 
are so grateful she was willing to share her story.

From Diagnosis to Advocacy:  
A Dentist’s Journey with The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
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 DENTISTS DOING GOOD / OUR COMMUNITY

2.	 Patient Support: From financial assistance to educational 
resources, LLS ensures that patients and families have 
comprehensive support throughout their cancer journey.

3.	 Advocacy: LLS works tirelessly to ensure patients can access 
affordable care.

4.	 Innovation: LLS is expanding its commitment to childhood cancer 
research over the next five years. The Dare to Dream Project is a bold 
campaign to transform pediatric cancer treatment and care. LLS 
prioritizes cutting-edge pediatric research, including LLS PedAL, the 
first-ever pediatric Acute Leukemia Master Clinical Trial.

Why Your Support Matters
As dentists, we understand some patients’ struggles to afford the care 
they need. The cost of cancer care is staggering, with 42% of those 
diagnosed depleting their assets within the first two years of care. LLS 
steps in where insurance falls short, providing financial assistance for 
travel, lodging, and everyday living expenses.

Philanthropic support of LLS doesn’t just fund research; it provides 
hope. It allows patients to focus on healing rather than worrying about 
how to afford their next meal or rent payment.

An Invitation to Lead and Innovate
As we celebrate LLS’s 75th anniversary in 2024, I extend a special 
invitation to my fellow dental professionals. We’ve all been touched by 
cancer in some form. This organization means something profound to 
me and could mean something equally significant to you.

Why LLS Needs You
1.	 Fresh Perspectives: As healthcare providers, we bring unique 

insights. Your expertise and viewpoint could drive innovative 
approaches to our work locally.

2.	 Expanding Our Network: We can broaden our reach and impact 
by introducing more dental professionals to LLS. Your connections 
within the West Michigan community are invaluable.

3.	 Leadership Opportunities: LLS always seeks passionate indi- 
viduals to take on leadership roles. Your skills in practice management  
and patient care translate well to organizational leadership.

4.	 Meaningful Impact: Join us in shaping the future of blood 
cancer research and patient support. Your involvement can directly 
influence initiatives like the Dare to Dream Project.

Learn More and Get Involved
I hope that you’re intrigued by the possibility of making a difference in  
the lives of cancer patients and their families. I encourage you to take  
the next step: connect with me. I’m always happy to discuss my experi- 
ences with LLS and how you might find your place within the organization.

The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society is more than just a charity—it’s 
a community of dedicated professionals working towards a cancer-free 
future. Your expertise, network, and passion could provide that missing 
piece in our fight against blood cancers.

I invite you to join me in supporting the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. We can bring new energy and ideas to this crucial mission, 
building a more robust network of advocates dedicated to making 
a difference. By uniting our efforts, we can ensure that no one must 
face cancer alone, and that life-saving treatments continue to advance 
right here in our community, offering hope to countless families. Let’s 
act today to make a lasting impact—please get in touch with me at 
colettesmiley@gmail.com to learn how you can get involved.

Colette Smiley, DDS, is a West Michigan District Dental 
Society Life Member and Chairperson of the LLS Board of 
Trustees for Michigan and Indiana. She is a proud AML 
survivor and passionate advocate for LLS.
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2024 ADA House of Delegates

The 2024 ADA House of Delegates took place in New Orleans on Oct. 
19–22. ADA delegates elected by the MDA House were joined by their 
colleagues from Wisconsin to create ADA District 9. West Michigan 
had a strong presence on the delegation featuring members Margaret 
Gingrich, Daniel Miller, Deb Peters, Erick Rupprecht, Gary Scott, Tamar 
Shrikian, and Lauryne Vanderhoof. 

This was the first year that the ADA House was able to vote on the 
strategic forecast. The forecast came from the Strategic Forecast 
Committee (SFC), which was created following the 2022 House 
meeting. The forecast differs from a strategic plan as it is a rolling plan 
that is routinely updated. The House no longer needs to wait five years 
to make adjustments to its plan. The goal is that this makes the ADA 
more nimble. Multiple resolutions related to the forecast were voted 
on. In addition to the forecast, there were other hot topics on the House 
floor including many resolutions to address a decline in membership, 
insurance, and work force issues. 

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

District 9 took great effort to evaluate all candidates for ADA office. 
The House elected the ADA President Elect, ADA 2nd Vice President, 
and ADA Treasurer. Due to one-year term length, a President Elect and 
2nd Vice President are elected annually. The treasurer, however, has 
a three-year term and is not elected annually. This year’s election of 
treasurer was particularly important as the ADA is undergoing major 
financial changes. The ADA is grappling with declining dues revenue, 
changing headquarters, opening a credit union, evaluating program 
cost and member value, and more. These items require a keen financial 
eye with clear communication. The ADA House elected Dr. Cody Graves 
of Texas as their new treasurer. Dr. Graves has a wealth of financial 
expertise to offer the ADA. This year there were five candidates for 
President Elect. The ADA House elected Dr. Richard Rosato of New 
Hampshire as ADA President Elect. Dr. Rosato is an oral surgeon who 
held many positions within the ADA including District 1 Trustee.

At the close of the House, the ADA 
announced the 2025 candidates for 
elective offices. District 9 was very proud 
to have their own Dr. Michele Tulak-
Gorecki announce her candidacy for ADA 
President Elect. Dr. Tulak-Gorecki currently 
serves as the ADA District 9 Trustee and 
was past MDA President. 

Positions to the ADA Delegation are elected at the MDA Annual Session. 
Applications for the delegation are due December 7th. If you are 
interested in the delegation and have questions before applying, please 
email me at wmddsbulletin@gmail.com.

OUR COMMUNITY  /  ADA NEWS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / OUR COMMUNITY

NEW MEMBERS

BROWER, LANDON J
3494 LINCOLN RD
HAMILTON, MI  49419
269-751-4601

KUCKHOFF, SARA
2757 LEONARD STREET NE 
SUITE 100
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49525
616-940-0481

QAHWASH, LENA
3250 CENTRAL BLVD
HUDSONVILLE, MI  49426
616-209-4039

WANSTEN, JOSHUA
2249 WEALTHY STREET SE 
SUITE 100
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49506
616-454-8228

BAKER, ANDREW
(ADD TO THE ORAL AND 
MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY SECTION) 
4500 CASCADE ROAD SE 
SUITE 208
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49546 
616-975-5000  FAX 616-977-0020

HUBER, ERYN
2490 EAST PARIS AVE SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49546
616-256-8770  FAX 616-327-7452

ORZEL, DOUGLAS D
550 THREE MILE ROAD NW 
SUITE C
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49544
616-785-1700  FAX 616-785-1701
9021 NORTH RODGERS DR
SUITE A
CALEDONIA, MI  49316
616-891-1700  FAX 616-891-9306

	 VANDER VEEN, MICHAEL H ‘REGGIE’
45 PEARTREE LANE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49546
616-280-3228

	 ZARAFONETIS, JAMES
3060 WOODRIDGE CIRCLE NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN  49525
616-262-0623

	 ANDERSON, EDWIN W, JR
415 S STATE STREET
BIG RAPIDS, MI  49307
231-796-3571  FAX 231-796-2211
98 NORTHERN, PO BOX 244
BARRYTON, MI  49305
517-381-7227
PO BOX 152
BALDWIN, MI  49304
231-745-7231

MATHEWSON, KEVIN
415 S STATE STREET
BIG RAPIDS, MI  49307
231-796-3571  FAX 231-796-2211
90 NORTHERN
BARRYTON, MI  49305
517-382-7227

CORRECTIONS – CHANGES IN BLUE CLOSED OFFICES IN BLUE

2024 Directory Corrections/Additions

EXECUTIVE BOARD CORRECTION

Dr. R. Graham Greenland
p 616.256.8770
f 616.327.7452
doctor@greenlandpros.com

Submitted by Leigh Ann Wahl, DDS

The American Association of Dental Editors and Journalists (AADEJ) hosted the 2024 Dental 
Editors University at the Daniel M. Laskin Institute in Rosemont, IL in May. Members of AADEJ 
gathered for one of the most successful Dental Editors Universities. The MDA and WMDDS 
had a strong presence at DEU with many attendees representing various publications across 
Michigan. The program featured experienced speakers and relevant topics, which provided 
ample inspiration and networking opportunities for dental writers across the country. Topics 
included how to use social media to gain traction for press releases and how to create a 
successful podcast. One theme across the two days was how artificial intelligence (AI) will 
impact not only media, but the future of editing. AADEJ hosted their annual meeting October 
16–17 in New Orleans, where the Bulletin took home one award.

West Michigan Journalism Featured



	 WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | FALL ISSUE 202412

ADVOCACY AVENUE

Grassroots Virtual Meeting

On the evening of Thursday, October 3rd, the WMDDS held their annual 
legislative reception virtually. The meeting was organized by Lynn 
Aronoff, the MDA Grassroots Organizer. The meeting was attended by 
several member dentists as well as state legislators. Three legislators 
attended the call (see legislator details below). The call was a success, 
with positive feedback from the legislators including a willingness 
to continue the discussion as needed. This call provided a great 
opportunity for legislators to learn more about dentistry. They heard 
perspectives from solo practitioners, group practice, new mothers, 
retired dentists, and more. These perspectives help to humanize the 
dental field. These calls help the legislators see dentists as people who 
are small business owners who support the local communities. These 
calls remind the legislators that not only do dentists provide necessary 
care for their patients, they also provide the livelihood for their own 
families and the families of their staff.

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

During the call, multiple topics were discussed, including workforce 
shortage, virtual credit cards, and the Michigan Supreme Court’s recent 
decision on mandatory paid leave in the Earned Sick Time Act. The 
call provided a great opportunity for the legislators to ask providers 
questions and gain a clarity that they could not get simply from reading 
draft legislation. This was evident during the discussion on virtual 
credit cards because this was the first time they had heard of this issue. 
Hearing about this issue directly from dentists was very impactful for 
them. It took a complicated issue and gave real world examples. The 
legislators were aware of general workforce issues and concerns with 
the mandatory paid sick leave as these affect multiple fields. However, 
they were not aware of how it uniquely impacted dentistry until this call. 

Please keep your eye on your inbox for emails from Lynn for future 
virtual and in person events. MDA members consistently rank advocacy 
as one of the top member benefits, and grassroot meetings are one 
of the strong tools the MDA has to advocate for dentistry. If you have 
more questions about how grassroot advocacy works, please contact 
Lynn Aronoff at lynn@actionstrat.com.

Senator Roger Victory  
(R, not up for reelection in 2024)

Representative Carol Glanville  
(D, reelected Nov 5 2024)

Representative Bradley Slagh  
(R, reelected Nov 5 2024)
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Seeking Associate Dentist in SE Grand 
Rapids – We are an incredible team-driven, 
patient focused dental practice looking for 
a great, outgoing, fast learning Associate 
Dentist to join us in becoming Grand Rapids’ 
premier oral health facility. At Precision 
Family Dental we value our team above 
all else and we are looking for a fabulous 
associate who is a team player, wants to 
take great care of their patients, and have 
some fun. We are looking for someone with a 
minimum 2 yrs experience or GPR/AEGD and 
who is excited about technology and learning, 
but open to all applicants. Looking for 
someone who is interested in finding a great 
home where they can grow their skills as they 
prepare to take over their own practice or 
become an owner in this one. This will be a 
3 to 4 days/week position with an occasional 
evening or Saturday to help support the 
needs of our community. If interested please 
respond with CV to Doctor@pfdgr.com.

Opening for a Part-Time or Full-Time 
Associate in West Michigan – Looking 
for an associate to help with our growing 
practice. We are flexible with the days 
available. We have an amazing team and are 
open to a partnership. To learn more please 
contact westernmichigandentist@gmail.com.

Retired Dentist has Equipment and 
Instruments for Sale – Free to a Good 
Home – 2011 Adec unit w/ Dental-eze chair; 
Mobile carts; Panoramic Corp PC-1000 Unit; 
Tuttnauer Steam Autoclave A-1730 MKV; GE 
X-Ray unit; Selection of Unitec stainless steel 
crowns; Lead apron and collar; Buffalo model 
trimmer; Air compressor/dryer; Operative 
instruments. Contact ddswmi@gmail.com for 
prices, info, and photos.

Space for Lease – Perfect location at 
1151 East Paris Ave S.E., on the prestigious 
southeast GR medical corridor. Convenient 
entrance at the traffic light across from 
Bonefish Grill.  Class A 5000 S.F. dental 
suite will be available in the first or second 
quarter of 2025. Currently occupied by a 
general dentist – equipment may be available 
to purchase. Beautiful décor, 8 ops, large 
break room, plenty of main floor storage, 
sterilization room, doctor private office, large 
front desk with practice manager office, 
consultation room, full basement ideal for 
storage, compressor, suction, HVAC.  Contact 
Dr Sam Bander at sambander3L@gmail.com  
or 616.729.8411.

The classified ad rate is $10.00 up to and including 30 words; additional words 15¢ each. Space permitting, WMDDS members may place ads free  
of charge as a membership service. Ads should be submitted in writing and sent with payment to Elaine Fleming, WMDDS, 301 Waters Building, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Telephone numbers and hyphenations count as two words, abbreviations count as one word. Ads received after the first of 
the month prior to publication may appear in the following issue.

Seeking Associate Dentist in Holland, 
MI – We are an upbeat, modern office with 
a passion to be the best for our patients and 
our community. As we continue to grow, we 
are looking for an amazing associate dentist 
to join our family. At ELITEdental, we aim 
to provide the best care for our patients and 
provide a healthy, happy, and care-oriented 
environment for our team as well. In this 
position, our associate will be a vital and 
invaluable asset of our expanding practice 
here at ELITEdental. To apply or learn more, 
please contact our office at 616.396.9583 or 
office@elitedentalholland.com. We can’t wait 
to meet you!

Adjunct Instructor 1 – Dentist – Ferris State University – Work with dental hygiene 
faculty, adjunct instructors, and staff to provide supervision and evaluation of dental 
hygiene students in pre-clinical and clinical courses, dental radiology, and other dental 
hygiene courses. The supervising dentist works under the direction of the Dental Hygiene 
Clinic Operations Supervisor. This is a pooled position. One or more applicants may be 
hired as needed to teach classes on a semester-by-semester basis. This posting is being 
used for face-to-face instruction; the candidate selected for the position must reside in 
Michigan after acceptance of employment. The anticipated start date of this position is 
January 2024. However, this is an estimated date and can be revised if needed.

Required: Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD). Recent 
clinical experience. Must be a DDS/DMD, licensed to practice in Michigan. Must have 
a Michigan Board of Pharmacy Controlled Substance license. Must have a current CPR 
Healthcare Provider Certification.

To apply and view full job description, visit https://jobs.ferris.edu. Ferris State University is 
an Equal Opportunity employer committed to inclusion and equity. Learn more about the 
Ferris mission, commitment to diversity and to equal opportunity, and dynamic, student-
focused community at ferris.edu. Applicants requiring accommodation or assistance 
completing an application/participating in the hiring process should contact Human 
Resources at 231.591.2150 or fsujobs@ferris.edu.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Patient-focused Dental Team – Looking 
for a like-minded associate to join our fast-
paced office. Our slogan is “Taking care of you 
beyond your smile,” and we demonstrate this 
passion every day through our exceptional 
patient care. We are ready and willing to open 
our dental family to a seasoned dentist, or one 
just starting their career and looking to learn 
and grow alongside an esteemed member 
of the dental community. It is our goal to 
expand the much-needed care we are able to 
provide to our local community. We are open 
four days a week with alternate Mondays 
and Fridays. Our office is willing to negotiate 
requested working schedules for the right 
associate. Our back log of patients waiting to 
be seen is abundant and will keep our current 
dentist and new associate sufficiently busy 
while we continue to build and grow our 

practice. If interested in learning more about 
our amazing team, please send us an email at 
drmargaret04@gmail.com.

New BIOTEC C2125 Rear Delivery Unit for 
Sale –New in original shipping container.  
Located in SE Grand Rapids. Skyline Walnut 
cabinet with Linen Corian countertop. $15k 
retail, asking $10k obo. Please contact 
djhernly@sbcglobal.net or 616.443.2158 for 
photos and specs.

Zeeland Dental Practice for Sale – Great 
practice for sale. $850,000 collections with 
high net. 6 ops in very nice office. Excellent 
systems in place, true “turn-key” situation. 
Over 1300 patients on active recall. Real 
Estate also available. Contact Patrick Houlihan 
of The Houlihan Group at 734.634.4459 or 
Phoulihan11@msn.com.

Mel Trotter Ministries Dental Clinic 
Seeking Humble, Compassionate Dental 
Professionals – Are you looking for purpose? 
Do you have a heart for serving vulnerable 
patient populations including those who are 
experiencing homelessness? Our dental clinic 
has been providing low cost dental care in 
the Heartside area in Grand Rapids for over 16 
years. We are currently looking for volunteer 
dentists and dental assistants interested in 
giving back to the community. Help us restore 
smiles in our mission and community! Hours 
are flexible. Earn CE hours as well as working 
with a fun loving team. For additional 
information on this rewarding opportunity, 
please contact our Clinic Coordinator; 
christinehowland@meltrotter.org. We look 
forward to serving with you !

VOLUNTEER  
IN THE CLINIC

Join us in demonstrating 
the compassion of Christ in 
the Mel Trotter Ministries 
Dental Clinic and help 
restore someone’s smile, 
confidence and hope.

LEARN MORE
Call 616-588-8711 or email 
nancybonin@meltrotter.org.

EARN FREE CE’S

Rescue & restore lives at 
meltrotter.org.
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West Michigan District Dental Society 
Notice of Election
(Written mail-in ballots will be sent 30 days following this notice)

In accordance with the West Michigan District Dental Society by-laws, the Nominations Committee presents the following slate of candidates for 
the positions of alternate delegates and delegates for the 2025 Michigan Dental Association House of Delegates and WMDDS offices for 2025–2026. 
By-laws require that a written notice of the names of the nominees for elective offices be published 30 days prior to the election. A mail-in ballot 
will hold the election.

Five (5) of the following will be elected to a two-year term as a delegate to the MDA House of Delegates and the remaining will serve a one-year 
term as alternate delegates:

	 Dr. Kathryn Swanson	 Dr. Joe Fazzio	 Dr. Erick Rupprecht
	 Dr. Taryn Weil	 Dr. Liz White 	 Dr. James Papp
	 Dr. Leigh Ann Wahl	 Dr. Danny Miller	 Dr. Brandon Jankowski
	 Dr. Sabrina Wadood	 Dr. Stephanie Sakowicz

 
Completing the delegation in accordance with the WMDDS by-laws are the following members:

	 Dr. Anthony Guinn, Dr. Thomas Anderson, Dr. Travis Mattson, Dr. Elizabeth Christopherson, Dr. Graham Greenland, Dr. Thomas Korte,  
	 Dr. Michael Palaszek, and Dr. Rachel Sinacola. 

	 (Drs. Guinn, Anderson, and Mattson are automatic seats. Drs. Christopherson, Greenland, Korte, Palaszek, and Sinacola were elected for a  
	 two-year term for the 2024 MDA House of Delegates.)

 
The Nominations Committee further recommends the following candidates to fill the following Society offices for 2025–2025:

	 Dr. Thomas Anderson, President
	 Dr. Travis Mattson, Vice President-elect
	 Dr. Graham Greenland, Vice President
	 Dr. James Papp, Secretary/Treasurer
	 Dr. Rachel Sinacola, 3rd year Director
	 Dr. Liz White, 2nd year Director
	 Dr. Sabrina Wadood, Editor of the WMDDS Bulletin

 
The Nominations Committee shall include as a nominee for any of the above-mentioned positions the name of any West Michigan District Dental 
Society member in good standing for whom a petition, signed by fifteen (15) active members of the Society, has been submitted. Petitions should be 
delivered by December 23, 2024 to the chairperson of the Nominations Committee, Dr. Brandon Jankowski at brandon.jankowski@gmail.com.



REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME

ADDRESS	 EMAIL

ADDITIONAL REGISTRANT(S) AT THIS ADDRESS

	 MDA-member dentist – $250

	 WMDDS retired member dentist – $125

	 Staff members (each) – $125

	 per non-member dentist – $500

	 LATE REGISTRATION FEE (after 1/10/25) – $50

	 TOTAL:

PAY BY CREDIT CARD                       	 AMEX	 VISA	 Mastercard

CREDIT CARD #		

EXPIRATION DATE			           SECURITY CODE

NAME ON CARD	

SIGNATURE

PAY BY CHECK: �Make checks payable to: West Michigan District Dental Society. Remit to: Elaine Fleming | c/o WMDDS |  
5355 Northland Drive NE, Suite C,  Box 142 | Grand Rapids, MI 49525 | Questions? Call 616.916.8559 or email efwmdds@aol.com

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS WHO HAVE HELPED TO MAKE THIS PROGRAM AVAILABLE.

PLATINUM SPONSORS SILVER SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSORS

West Michigan District Dental Society is an  
ADA CERP Recognized Provider. 

How to Minimize Complications in Implant Dentistry:  
The Impact of Risk Control, Ideal Implant Placement and Bone Augmentation

Presented by Dr. Muhammad Saleh | Friday, January 24, 2025  |  Watermark Country Club  |  1600 Galbraith Avenue, SE  |  Grand Rapids, MI 49546  |  CE Credits: 6

PLEASE NOTE SPEAKER AND COURSE CHANGES

Dr. Muhammad Saleh is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Dentistry at the Department of Periodontics and Oral Medicine, University of Michigan 
School of Dentistry. He graduated from the faculty of Dentistry at the University of Cairo, Egypt. After finishing his Dento-alveolar surgery 
residency, he worked in private practice for nine years before completing an implant diploma from DGZI, Germany. He followed that with post-
doctoral training at the Periodontics Department at the University of Michigan. 

After his post-doctoral training at the University of Michigan, Dr. Saleh finished a Periodontics residency at the University of Louisville, KY, USA. 
He is currently a full-time faculty member at the periodontics department at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA. Dr. Saleh has been 
actively involved in research, publishing numerous periodontics and implant-related peer-reviewed articles and book chapters. He is a reviewer 
for top peer-reviewed periodontal journals. He has won multiple national and international awards. Dr. Saleh’s research interest primarily focuses 
on risk factors of periodontitis, peri-implantitis, and guided bone regeneration. 
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      free
consultation

set up 
your 616.914.4479

info@ddsintegration.com

www.ddsintegration.com

ddsintegration

PO Box 150633 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515

Dental Specialty

Friendly Experts

IT Systems/Support

Forward Thinking

Free consultation

What if IT wasn’t dreadful?
Imagine friendly conversations with human-like words and explanations. 

Imagine talking to someone who understands and cares about your needs. 

Imagine (take a deep breath) you actually liked your IT support team and 

they liked you. Imagine calling DDS Integration to make all this come true. 

Now, stop imagining and call!


