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Need health plan guidance?
Health plan seminars to help you prepare for 2025 have been set. Sign up for a three-hour/3 CE  
live seminar format to stay abreast of what’s happening with health insurance and health care reform.  
For dates, times and to register, call 517-346-9479, or scan the QR code on the right. 
 
MDA Insurance • 877.906.9924 • mdaprograms.com • 3657 Okemos Road, Suite 100 • Okemos, MI 48864-3927  

Federal rules govern when people can  

apply for health insurance through the 

open enrollment process. Depending on 

the type of health plan you’re buying,  

the open enrollment period can vary.  

We will assist you every step of the way 

with your health plan decisions.

Open enrollment for  
2025 health insurance  
starts soon—plan now!

 
Open enrollment  
starts soon

2025 Health Care Open enrollment

MDA Health Plan New groups can be started at any 

time! Changes/additions to existing 

plans can be made Oct. 1 to Nov. 15 

for benefits effective Jan. 1, 2025.

Individual Health Plans New plans such as MyBlue or  

subsidized health plans purchased 

through MDA Insurance via the online 

Marketplace, can be started Nov. 1 

through Dec. 15 for a Jan. 1 effective 

date. It is the only time you can start a 

new individual plan unless you  

experience a qualifying event.

Group Health Plans Groups can be started by employers 

at any time. The window for adding 

participants is during the month of 

your anniversary.

Medicare Supplement 

plans, Medicare  

Advantage and  

Medigap plans

Oct. 15 to Dec. 7 for benefits  

effective Jan. 1, 2025.

0057_G_WMDDS_FP_Health ad_Open enrollment_Sept_Oct_Fall 2024.indd   10057_G_WMDDS_FP_Health ad_Open enrollment_Sept_Oct_Fall 2024.indd   1 8/12/2024   8:51:52 AM8/12/2024   8:51:52 AM
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ADVERTISERS INDEX
The Bulletin wishes to thank our valued advertisers who support organized dentistry by 
helping to defray the cost of printing and mailing.

Advertising in the Bulletin is seen by over 90% of the dentists in the West Michigan 
District. This includes five of the fastest growing counties in the state: Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, 
Montcalm, and Mecosta.

For information on advertising rates, call Elaine Fleming, WMDDS Executive Secretary at 
616-916-8559. Target your market—advertise in the Bulletin!

DDS Integration.......................................................................................... outside back cover

Lake Michigan Credit Union................................................................................................. 20

MDA IFG........................................................................................................ inside front cover

Mission Statement
The Bulletin is the newsletter of the WMDDS and its mission is to inform the membership of upcoming and recent events, 
state & local issues related to dentistry, and as a forum for its officers, representatives, and members to discuss appropriate 
topics of interest to the membership.

Communication & Advertising Policy
The Bulletin will publish submitted articles from members and others that relate to the practice of dentistry, small busi-
ness, social, or political issues affecting dentists, or other subjects of interest to the membership. All published items are 
subject to space restrictions and the community standards of the WMDDS. The editors reserve the right to reject any article 
or advertisement deemed inappropriate and to edit submissions as they see fit.

Submission & Publication Policy: Articles and advertisements must be submitted no later than the 1st of the month preceding 
publication date. The Bulletin has six publications: the winter issue, spring issue, summer issue, directory issue, fall issue, 
holiday issue. Direct submissions or correspondences to:

Dr. Daniel Miller | 1471 E. Beltline Ave Suite 101 | Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525
Email: WMDDSBulletin@gmail.com

HAS MOVED!
The new mailing address for WMDDS and WMDF will be:

 5355 Northland Drive NE, Suite C, Box 142
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

(THIS IS A MAIL BOX ONLY)

Editor	 Dr. Daniel Miller
Associate Editors	 Dr. Rachel Sinacola 
	 Dr. Jeffrey Heinz 
	 Dr. Stephanie Brown
Advertising Editor	 Elaine Fleming 
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	 WMDDS 
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	 616-916-8559 
	 efwmdds@aol.com
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This issue also includes more information on the MDA’s new  
executive director, John Tramontana. We also have the return of 
Beyond the Chair column, featuring Dr. Lindsey Vogl and her eye for 
interior design. Future issues will detail this springs’ editor conference, 
an interview with a trustee, and more. If you as the reader have 
suggestions for content you would like to see, please email me at  
wmddsbulletin@gmail.com.

Keep Smiling,

 
Daniel Miller, DDS

Where Did the Summer Go?!

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

EDITOR’S LETTER

It is hard to believe that summer is already coming to a close. It feels  
as though the Silent Bell was just yesterday. Now things shift from  
the Summer Olympics, and the election cycle ramps up even further.  
This is a critical time for dental advocacy. 

This issue of the Bulletin features more information on dental licensure 
compacts, which were a hot topic at the MDA Annual Session this 
year. More advocacy information will be found in the October issue of 
the MDA Journal. As chair of the MDA Committee on Government and 
Insurance Affairs, I went to the capitol in Lansing for a photo shoot for 
the issue. It was nice to see where some of our amazing advocacy team 
used to work prior to working with the MDA. The team has a wealth of 
experience, and we are very lucky to have them. Sometimes I feel like 
laws and rules are decided in some far away land, but in reality they 
are done so close to home. Your local and state representatives need to 
hear from you so they can best represent you. Please respond to all the 
Action Alerts so our elected officials can be informed about matters that 
are important to dentistry.

Election cycles are not just for the government. The West Michigan 
District Dental Society Board will also be having elections. Brandon 
Jankowski, past WMDDS president, chairs the nominations and recruits 
members for positions. However, elected positions are open to all 
members who are interested. If you have an interest in becoming a 
board member or serving the WMDDS please contact Elaine Fleming at 
efwmdds@aol.com. I am looking for someone to take over my position 
as editor as I move onto my next chapter in organized dentistry and 
my personal life. My goal is to stay on the editorial committee to 
contribute to the Bulletin and train a new editor. Please reach out to 
wmddsbulletin@gmail.com if you have any interest.

Contact Information
Dr. Danny Miller, Editor 
wmddsbulletin@gmail.com

Dr. Tony Guinn, WMDDS President 
ajguinn@umich.edu

Elaine Fleming, Executive Secretary 
efwmdds@aol.com

John Tramontana, MDA Executive Director 
jtramontana@michigandental.org
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WMDDS Wants to Hear From You

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Anthony Guinn, DDS, MS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS President

I hope everyone was able to enjoy the beautiful weather this summer. 
Our family’s summer has been jam- packed as the excitement builds  
for Stephanie’s due date in September. It’s been a summer  
to remember! 

As seasons change, so do the times. The Board is currently reflecting on 
traditions and past goals. What has made WMDDS great—and what 
could be improved to ensure this Board is building on the foundation 
of those who came before us. The Board is motivated to secure a strong 
future for our profession in West Michigan. 

I would love to hear from dentists and non-dentists about what 
WMDDS experiences you remember the most. What moments related 
to WMDDS events, traditions, etc. will you never forget? For example, 
if you’ve never attended an event like the world famous Silent Bell, 
why not? Or maybe, why did you join the WMDDS? Personally, I joined 
because older dentists in town personally invited me to events. Without 
those personal invitations to go together, I’m sure something more 
important would have come up. It always does; “It happens,” as Forrest 
Gump says.

 As I think back, my memories are kind of “like a box of chocolates. 
You never know what you’re gonna get” (also famously said by Forrest 
Gump). These memories range from dancing (talking) the night away 
at the Silent Bell, to twelve-hour days on a five-gallon bucket with 
numb legs on a dental mission trip in Guyana, South America, with my 
future partner Dr. Scott Hodges. Even if you don’t have time to write 
something perfect, just shoot us an email with a few ideas. It can even 
be one sentence that isn’t even spell checked; Dr. Danny Miller will take 
it from there. On the Guyana dental mission trip, people would walk 

for two or three days to our pop-up clinic, sometimes waiting all day in 
line without guaranteed food or water. We have so much to be thankful 
for, and yet we have so much more we can achieve together.

The WMDDS board looks forward to your feedback.
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TRIPARTITE UPDATE

Your Membership Working for You!
ADA

 	 SmileCon® is set for Oct. 17–19 in New Orleans. 

 	 The ADA will be piloting a new membership model  
in 2025.

 	 The ADA has sold its Chicago headquarters building 
and will be moving to a new location a few blocks 
away in the first quarter of 2025.

MDA
 	 The 2025 LEAD class is accepting applications. 

Applications are due by Nov. 11, 2024. To learn 
more, visit michigandental.org/LEAD or contact 
Angie Kanazeh, MDA Director of Membership, 
at 517-346-9415.

 	 The MDA Foundation Mission of Mercy in Flint 
provided 6,678 dental procedures this June (an 
average of ten per patient), with total value in 
care of $1,156,285.10. The 2026 MOM will be 
June 11–13, 2026 in Kalamazoo.

WMDDS
 	 The West Michigan District Dental Society needs  

you! We are currently looking for dentists 
interested in serving on the WMDDS delegation 
to the MDA House of Delegates in Detroit from 
April 23–26, 2025, as well as WMDDS Board 
positions, including a first year director and 
editor of the WMDDS Bulletin. If you are inter-
ested in becoming involved, please contact Dr. 
Brandon Jankowski, chair of the Nominations 
Committee at brandon.jankowski@gmail.com. 
For more information about serving on the 
delegation or the Board positions, you can also 
contact Elaine Fleming at efwmdds@aol.com.

 	 In Memoriam: Cheryl Bentley, RDH, 
served her profession in many significant 
roles including leadership at the local and 
state levels. She was president of the Grand 
Shores Dental Hygienists’ Association and the 
Michigan Dental Hygienists’ Association. She 
served on the Michigan Board of Dentistry 
from 2016 to 2024. She was also the first non-
dentist dental hygienist to serve as president of 
the West Michigan Dental Foundation.
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KCDS has planned three great lectures this year. The yearly KCDS 
mailer will be coming in September with more details.

Wednesday, November 20, 2024
Cementation vs Bonding for Today’s Restorative Materials

Wednesday, January 29, 2025
CBCT Basic Interpretation Principles/ 
CBCT Benign vs. Malignant Pathology

Wednesday, March 5, 2025
State-of-the-Art Topics & Techniques in Implant Dentistry to 
Increase Precision, Productivity, and Ideal Patient Care.

Kent County
Brad Robinson, DDS, MD 
WMDDS Kent County  
Representative
bradley.m.robinson.dds@gmail.com

WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN / COUNTY  UPDATES

The Holland/Zeeland Dental Society will start the 2024–25 year 
with a social gathering in September/October, date TBD. We are 
in the process and putting the programs together, so look for an 
email in the next 30 days. If you want to receive these emails or 
need to update your email address, please email Tom Anderson 
at tander7480@aol.com. I look forward to seeing everyone this 
fall. Enjoy the rest of your summer. 

Ottawa County
Tom Anderson, DDS  
WMDDS Ottawa County  
Representative 
tander7480@aol.com

The county of Mecosta has no updates at this time. Look for 
more updates in future issues.

Mecosta County
Alex Gould, DMD  
WMDDS Mecosta County 
Representative
gouldat@icloud.com

The counties of Ionia/Montcalm have no updates at this time. 
Look for more updates in future issues.

Ionia/Montcalm County
Ben Wallace, DDS, PC 
WMDDS Ionia/Montcalm County 
Representative
benjamin.c.wallace@gmail.com
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The Kent County Oral Health Coalition has no updates at this 
time. Look for more updates in future issues.

Kent County Oral  
Health Coalition
Colette Smiley, DDS,   
Kent County Oral Health Coalition 
 Co-Chairperson 
colettesmiley@gmail.com

New Dentist Forum
Jeffrey Heinz, DDS, MSD 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
jeffreymheinz@gmail.com 

 
Sabrina Wadood, DDS 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
sabrina.wadood@gmail.com

The New Dentist Forum kicked off the 2024–2025 season with 
the annual Summer Social on August 22. The event took place 
at Thornapple Brewing Co. It was a fun evening of socializing 
and free food and drinks! The event, like all New Dentist Forum 
events, was free for members of the NDF (MDA member dentists 
who are local to West Michigan and under 40 years of age or less 
than ten years out of school). 

We will be continuing our CE lecture series starting in September. 
The CE dates are September 19, November 7, January 9, 2025, 
and March 20, 2025. The topics and locations are TBD. Stay tuned 
via email.

SOCIETY UPDATES / WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN

The West Michigan Dental Foundation Golf Outing was a huge 
success—126 golfers participated in the event, and we raised 
over $41,000. Thank you to all of those who supported and 
attended the outing. We look forward to another successful event 
next year.

Our community grants committee received eight applications 
and will be reviewing them in the coming weeks to determine 
allocation of funds.

Be on the lookout for our annual appeal letter that will 
be mailed in November. The Foundation depends on your 
contributions in order to support students and organizations in 
West Michigan!

West Michigan  
Dental Foundation
Taryn Weil, DDS 
WMDF  
President
taryn.weil@gmail.com
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OUR COMMUNITY / WMDF GOLF OUTING

2024 West Michigan  
Dental Foundation Golf Outing

Morning rain and clouds gave way to a beautiful day for the annual 
West Michigan Dental Foundation golf outing held on Friday, August 
2, 2024, at The Meadows Golf Club on the campus of Grand Valley 
State University—126 golfers attended this year’s event.

Many thanks to the sponsors who helped the outing raise over 
$41,000, which will be used to fund tuition grants and community 
grants that the Foundation awards each year !

Special thanks to the Main Event Sponsor, Grand River Bank. 
They have been the major sponsor of this event for 
several years, and the Foundation appreciates their 
continued support.

Austin Goodyke, DDS 
West Michigan Dental Foundation  
Golf Outing Chairperson 

Other sponsors include:

Bredeweg & Zylstra, PLC—Beverage Cart Sponsor
Grandville Endodontics—Breakfast Sponsor
Port Pediatric Dentistry—Lunch Sponsor  
Hannapel Pellillo Orthodontics—Raffle Prize Sponsor
Swan Orthodontics—Bloody Mary Bar Sponsor
Great Lakes Periodontics—Divot Tool Sponsor
Mac Dental Lab—Golf Ball Sponsor
Medema Endodontics—Golf Cart Sponsor

Eagle Sponsors
Armbrecht & Wierenga Orthodontics
Family Dentistry of Caledonia
First Companies
Growing Smiles Pediatric Dentistry
Heinz Orthodontics
Knapp Orthodontics
Lavender Dental Group
Mitten Kids Dentistry and Orthodontics
OMSA of Western Michigan, PLC
Oral Surgery Associates
Pediatric Dental Specialists of West Michigan
Powell Orthodontics
Restore Periodontics & Implants
Third Coast Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
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 WMDF GOLF OUTING / OUR COMMUNITY

Birdie Sponsors
Advanced Oral Surgery and Dental Implant Studio
DDS Integration
Dentsply Sirona
Dr. Rhett Jackson
McMahon Family Dentistry
MDA Insurance
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery of Greater Grand Rapids 
Proveer Practice Management 
Six One Six Dentistry for Children

New Dentists Sponsors
Family Dentistry of Caledonia
Greenland Advanced Oral Care
West Michigan Endodontists

Par Sponsors
Grandville Dental Health Center
Herremans Orthodontics
Professional Consulting & Accounting Group (PCAG, Inc.)
Sparta Family Dentistry

Many volunteers from dental offices and sponsors also helped to make 
the event run smoothly. Thank you!

Many thanks as well to the West Michigan  
Dental Foundation Golf Committee
Dr. Austin Goodyke, chair
Dr. Tyler Guinn
Dr. Kevin Knapp
Dr. John Mc Mahon
Dr. Brent Medema
Dr. Gary Scott 

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend next year’s outing on 
Friday, August 1, 2025, at The Meadows Golf Club. We guarantee you 
will have a great time while helping to support the West Michigan 
Dental Foundation!

Congratulations to the 
Outing Event Winners
The winning foursome at the event were Dr. Rhett Jackson, 
Lauren Jackson, Dr. Doug Orzel, and Dr. Steve Hecker. 
Congratulations!

Other winners were:
Closest to the Pin #3—Eric Hannapel
Closest to the Pin #7—Dr. Jessica Massie
Closest to the Pin #13—Dr. Scott Hodges
Closest to the Pin #17—Dr. Sunil Desai
Men’s Longest Drive—Dr. Jordan Dempsey
Women’s Longest Drive—Lauren Jackson
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RS: You have impeccable style! What sparked your  
interest in interior design?
LVR: Thank you! I grew up with my father building two of our 
childhood homes with his own hands, and our weekends were spent 
at the Home Depot and home decor stores. I was immersed in that 
world from such an early age, and I started to dream about what my 
own house would look like someday. This was combined with a bit of a 
natural eye for design, color, and materials, not unlike what we use in 
dentistry every day.

Interior Design
Lindsey Vogl Robinson, DDS

OUR COMMUNITY / DENTISTS BEYOND THE CHAIR

 
 
The phrase “dentistry is a mix of art and science” is said 
routinely. That combination is prominently displayed by this 
issue’s featured Beyond the Chair, Dr. Lindsey Vogl Robinson. 
Her artistic side is showcased in her dental work and in the 
beautiful homes she designs. In addition to designing her 
own dental practice, Ada Dental Co., she has transformed 
multiple homes, including her own, into esthetic living 
spaces. She lives with her husband, five children, and great 
dane in a home of she designed, which was recently featured 
in Domino magazine.

Submitted by Rachel Sinacola, DDS, MS

RS: In addition to renovating homes and designing  
your current home, you also designed your office,  
Ada Dental Co. Did you find designing work versus  
home to be a different experience?
LVR: I designed my office the year before we started designing our 
current home. It was a good test run because it was on a smaller scale 
and fewer decisions needed to be made. You can imagine in a dental 
office, there are six operatories that likely look very similar so you just 
knocked out six rooms with only a few choices. On the other hand, our 
home has cohesiveness among the different spaces, but each room has 
its own paint color, fixtures, and tile selection. One thing I did aim for 
in both was to have a very calming, cozy vibe with natural and warm 
tones. I wanted my patients to feel like they were sitting on their own 
sofa next to a crackling fireplace when they visited, and I love that we 
were able to accomplish that.
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RS: Do you have a favorite room, design element, or  
part of a project?
LVR: We designed our primary bedroom in our home to be one 
continuous space with our bedroom, bathroom, walk-in closet, office, 
and screened-in porch with fireplace all connected and able to be 
closed off from the rest of the house. We imagine someday when our 
kids have friends over, we can more or less retreat to our space and 
have everything we need and not be disturbed. My favorite part of 
the whole thing is the office that I actually recently transformed into a 
cocktail room, with comfortable leather chairs and 
dark walls. It’s a very quiet, moody space, and is 
actually a great place to curl up with a book or get 
work done. 

RS: Your current home was featured in 
Domino magazine! How did the magazine 
connect with you and approach you for  
an interview?
LVR: The builder and designer of our home, KLH 
is led by husband and wife team, Kevin and Liz 
Hoekzema. They do incredible work throughout 
West Michigan and beyond, and Domino has 
featured their homes in the past. I know we made 
some fairly traditional design choices, and almost 
thought our home wouldn’t push the envelope 
enough for a feature, so I was very pleasantly 
surprised to see how well it resonated with  
their readers. 

DENTISTS BEYOND THE CHAIR / OUR COMMUNITY

RS: Any advice for novice designers? 
LVR: I think the best thing to do is find examples of what you are 
drawn to and don’t be afraid to try to copy it. There are certain 
designers that I just fall in love with everything they do, and I follow 
them on Instagram. Over time, you just kind of get a sense of what 
makes you happy. Don’t necessarily worry about buying into the latest 
trends because those will come and go but you are likely still going to 
be living in your home for several years and it needs to bring you joy 
each and every day.



	 WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | SUMMER ISSUE 202412

Camp Blodgett Receives  
MDA Public Relations Grant Money

OUR COMMUNITY

The WMDDS was the lucky recipient of one of the MDA Public Relations 
Grants for 2024. The money was split between Montcalm County Great 
Start, Kent County Oral Health Coaliton, and Camp Blodgett.

Camp Blodgett serves over 600 kids from Kent and Ottawa County. Each 
camper received a bag of supplies, including a toothbrush, floss, and 
toothpaste purchased with the grant money. 

Thanks again to the MDA for selecting WMDDS to receive an MDA 
Public Relations grant.

Please consider recognizing this Michigan Indian Day by displaying the handout on the following page.

Michigan Indian Day is observed on September 27, 2024, to honor the significant contributions that 
Michigan Native American tribes have made in American history. The designation by the State of Michigan 
reserves the fourth Friday in September every year as Michigan Indian Day.

Find out more at these websites:
https://www.sagchip.org/news/files/ec2a713d-8d6b-4294-8611-69c01dddc2c3.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/resolutionadopted/House/htm/2007-HAR-0193.htm

Thank you!
Dr. Jessica A. Rickert, DDS, Anishinaabe Dental Outreach
231-313-8407  |  jrickert@deltadentalmi.com  |  jarickert@charter.net
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Michigan Indian Day
(Act 30 of 1974)

“The fourth Friday in September of each year  
shall be known as Michigan Indian Day. This date is not to be 

construed as a legal holiday.”

Although Michigan Indian Day was enacted in 1974, it did not 
gain momentum until 2007 when the House of Representatives 

resolved the following:

Michigan Indian Day is an excellent opportunity for  
Michigan citizens to better understand and appreciate the many 

contributions that people of Native American descent  
have made to our state.

The state of Michigan has the 9th largest population of 
American Indians in the country — more than 125,000.

Native American people have made vast contributions to the 
landscape, culture, history, politics, and economy of Michigan.

Today, Native American people significantly contribute to 
environmental protection by setting an example of good 

stewardship, intergovernmental cooperation in police and fire 
protection, as well as leadership in securing an international 

accord to oppose diversion of Great Lakes Basin waters.

Michigan should designate a day to focus attention  
on the many cultural and historical contributions of  

Michigan’s Native American community.

Information provided by Ziibiwing Center of Cultural Lifeways

AS A SOVEREIGN NATION, THE SAGINAW CHIPPEWA INDIAN 
TRIBE OF MICHIGAN RECOGNIZES AND  

CELEBRATES THIS AS AN ESTABLISHED TRIBAL HOLIDAY.
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Meet John Tramontana, the  
New Executive Director of the MDA

OUR COMMUNITY / MDA NEWS

What is your background?
I’ve had an interesting career path overall—one that I never thought 
would lead me to the MDA. I am a native of Niagara Falls, NY, and 
I have a bachelor’s in journalism and a master’s in management, 
strategy, and leadership from Michigan State University. While in 
college, I was a freelance writer for the Buffalo Bills and went to work 
for the team full-time when I graduated in 2004.

I stayed in that role until 2005, when I moved to the Upper Peninsula  
to become WLUC-TV’s (TV6) Iron Mountain bureau reporter. I left  
that role after 18 months to become a morning anchor in Lansing 
at WILX-TV. I left the news business in 2009, and worked for a bit 
in public relations for a state political party, then on to healthcare 
marketing before becoming the director of communications, pr & 
marketing at the Michigan Association of School Boards in 2014. This 
was my first association job, and I fell in love with the work. It even 
inspired me to become a school board member in my local district. I 
have served in that capacity for nearly a decade.

In 2019, I was hired as the CEO of the Michigan Veterinary Medical 
Association. I then began with the MDA on April 1, 2024. I love 
volunteering. I am currently the chair of the Michigan Society of 
Association Executives, and previously served as the chair of the 
American Society of Association Executives’ Communications Council.

I have been married to my wife, Jessica, since 2007. We have two 
daughters—Isla, 12, and Gia, 10. We also have two dogs—Rosie, a 
rescue and black lab/boxer mix, and Zola, a purebred black lab. Both 
are four.

I am a die-hard Bills, Spartans, Buffalo Sabres, and Texas Rangers fan. 
In our free time, we like to travel, ski, attend sporting events, theater, 
and concerts. I am a former collegiate a cappella singer and have 
also judged regional a cappella competitions for the International 
Championships of Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA).

How did you find the MDA?
I was recruited by the search consultant hired by the MDA Board of 
Trustees. MDA has always had a stellar reputation in the association 
community. I was not looking to make a change, and initially wasn’t 
interested in the position when the recruiter called. But the more I 
learned about the association and the membership, the more I was 
intrigued. It’s incredible how similar veterinarians and dentists are in 
terms of issues, challenges, and their environments. I felt confident my 
experience in veterinary medicine had prepared me for the challenges 
of leading the MDA.

What has been your most memorable  
experience since you started?
There have been so many, but I’d sum it up with the people involved 
in the organization. Whether it’s the team, the Board, the members, 
the dental students, the patients, or other companies involved in the 
industry, everyone has been so welcoming and willing to help me learn. 
Sometimes when you start a new position, a bit of doubt or regret can 
creep in during the first few weeks or months. Did I make the right 
decision? Is this the right fit? That hasn’t happened one time these first 
few months. It’s always felt like where I’m supposed to be. I’m excited 
to be here, and determined to move the MDA and the profession forward.

What are you most looking forward to 
in your role at the MDA?
Taking on the challenges that all associations are facing right now. 
We’re experiencing a monumental shift in association membership from 
a generational perspective. We can’t do things they way we’ve always 
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done them and expect the same results. Our members have changed 
in terms of needs, wants, behaviors, and expectations. The associations 
that are able to pivot and adapt will be the ones to survive and thrive 
in the future. We are making strategic investments right now that will 
help to put us on a path of long-term stability. It’s an exciting time to 
be involved with the MDA.

5: What do you want members to know?
The MDA is here for you in any capacity you need. Our goal is to 
improve your lives, not just your livelihoods. How can we help you at 

all stages of life, both personally and professionally? That’s who we 
are and who we will be. I also want members to know we’re here to 
listen and learn. How can we improve? Where are we falling short? 
What do you need from us to be successful? There are so many benefits 
to being a member of the MDA. We have exciting changes ahead, and 
ones we hope will continue to add more value. We will build on the 
accomplishments of the past and build a forward-thinking organization 
that is flexible, adaptable, and nimble. Our members will continue to be 
proud to be a part of the MDA.

Mission Statement: An organization dedicated to the improvement of oral health through the financial support of education and service programs 
to address the needs identified by the dental profession and the communities it serves in Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, Mecosta, and Montcalm counties.

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 2025

The Meadows on the Allendale Campus of Grand Valley State University 
9:00 am shotgun start

Watch for more information about the golf outing coming to your mailbox in early June. 
Questions? Contact Elaine Fleming at 616.916.8559 | efwmdds@aol.com
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Dental Compacts

DM: What is an interstate compact? 
BS: This is an agreement between the states that belong to the 
compact to address a policy issue in a certain way.

DM: What are the currently proposed dental compacts? 
BS: Currently, there are two proposed dental compacts. One proposal 
is known as the Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact (this is the 
proposal supported by the ADA), and the other proposal is called the 
Interstate Dental and Dental Hygiene Licensure Compact (this is the  
one supported by the American Association of Dental Boards). Ten 
states have joined the Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact, while  
no state has enacted the Interstate Dental and Dental Hygiene  
Licensure Compact.

DM: Which states have joined the Dentist and Dental 
Hygienist Compact? 
BS: The following states, including our neighbors Ohio and Wisconsin, 
have joined: Washington, Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Maine.

By Bill Sullivan 
MDA Vice President of Advocacy and 
Professional Affairs

DM: Is there currently any legislation moving forward  
in Michigan regarding dental compacts? 
BS: No. Not at this time.

DM: Does the state of Michigan participate in  
any compacts for any profession? 
BS: Yes, in medicine with the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact.

DM: How many states participate in the  
medical compact with Michigan?
BS: Over 25 states have joined, including all of Michigan’s neighbors 
(Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana,and Ohio).

DM: How does a state join a dental compact,  
and what role does the MDA have? 
BS: The only way a state can join a compact is for the legislature  
to pass a bill and the governor to sign it. The only role the MDA  
would have is to advocate for or against (or stay neutral toward)  
a compact proposal.

DM: Would a compact have an effect on a  
provider’s current license or renewal? 
BS: No. The compact only impacts someone if they are applying for 
licensure in another compact state and choose to use the compact 
process.

DM: Is there anything else you think the membership  
should know regarding dental compacts?
BS: If members want more information on the dental compacts, they 
can scan the QR codes to visit the compacts’ respective websites. 

Editor’s Note: The following Advocacy Avenue article is adapted 
from an interview with Bill Sullivan, MDA Vice President of 
Advocacy and Professional Affairs. For more information on dental 
compacts or other MDA advocacy efforts, you can contact Bill at 
bsullivan@michigandental.org.
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A Virtual Evening  
with Legislators

 

Thursday, October 3, 2024 
6:30pm – 7:30pm

Mark your calendar and make plans now  
to attend the WMDDS “A Virtual Evening with Legislators” event.  

This is your opportunity to have (almost) face-to-face  
discussions with your state legislators regarding issues and concerns  

impacting dentistry now and in the future.

Please make every effort to join us.  
Your voice and input are very important.

To reserve your place, please email Lynn Aronoff at:
Lynn@actionstrat.com or call/text 248-320-3224 ASAP!

Questions? 
Please contact Lynn Aronoff at Lynn@actionstrat.com or 248-320-3224.
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Seeking Associate Dentist in SE Grand 
Rapids – We are an incredible team-driven, 
patient focused dental practice looking for 
a great, outgoing, fast learning Associate 
Dentist to join us in becoming Grand Rapids’ 
premier oral health facility. At Precision 
Family Dental we value our team above 
all else and we are looking for a fabulous 
associate who is a team player, wants to 
take great care of their patients, and have 
some fun. We are looking for someone with a 
minimum 2 yrs experience or GPR/AEGD and 
who is excited about technology and learning, 
but open to all applicants. Looking for 
someone who is interested in finding a great 
home where they can grow their skills as they 
prepare to take over their own practice or 
become an owner in this one. This will be a 
3 to 4 days/week position with an occasional 
evening or Saturday to help support the 
needs of our community. If interested please 
respond with CV to Doctor@pfdgr.com.

The Holland Free Health Clinic is in  
need of volunteer health providers for  
our dental program. Our waiting list for 
services has grown substantially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic closure. We are in 
desperate need of volunteer dental hygienists. 
As you know, hygienists are essential because 
they evaluate patient dental concerns, provide 
prophylaxis, educate patients regarding their 
oral health, and take x-rays that providers  
use to evaluate clients. The services hygienists 
provide help us give more concise care to our 
clients. We also welcome all other licensed 
professionals interested in donating their 
time. Whether it is to provide extractions, 
restorations, prosthodontics, or to assist— 

your services are always needed. HFHC is 
committed to accommodating volunteers’ 
availability any day and time. This is a  
great way to serve the community and earn 
CE credits for professional license renewal.  
If you or any of your colleagues are  
interested, please visit our website  
(hfhclinic.org/volunteer) to submit a volunteer 
application today or contact the Dental 
Program Coordinator, Kaitlyn Meiste  
at 616.392.3601, ext. 206 or  
kmeiste@hfhclinic.org.

Southeast Grand Rapids – Long established 
general dental practice looking for a person 
to transition from associate to equal partner 
to owner. Excellent reputation and service in 
the community for more than 36 years. This 
7 operatory office is state-of-the-art and fully 
digital, including digital x-rays and Panorex. 
Highly trained, experienced staff who are very 
pleasant and wonderful to work with. Please 
submit your resumé to doc@drpeterzwier.com.

3-Midwest Tradition High Speed 
Handpieces for Sale – New, never used, still 
in original sealed boxes. Original price was 
$855.00. Looking for $550.00 a piece. Call or 
text Dr. Todd Gillan, 616.745.2752.

Dental Office Condominium for Sale –  
in Allendale, MI near Grand Rapids, located 
across from Grand Valley State University. 
1,500 SF, 5 operatories with a 6th plumbed 
and ready. Generous waiting room, reception- 
ist area, two private offices, private bathroom, 
kitchenette, etc. Don’t miss this opportunity! 
Listed for $249,900. Contact Rod Alderink  

The classified ad rate is $10.00 up to and including 30 words; additional words 15¢ each. Space permitting, WMDDS members may place ads free  
of charge as a membership service. Ads should be submitted in writing and sent with payment to Elaine Fleming, WMDDS, 301 Waters Building, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Telephone numbers and hyphenations count as two words, abbreviations count as one word. Ads received after the first of 
the month prior to publication may appear in the following issue.

at NAI Wisinski at 616-242-1104 or  
roda@naiwwm.com

Southeast Dental Practice for Sale –
3-1/2 day private practice with month to 
month lease available. Amenable to slow 
transition or complete buy out. Flexible 
regarding transition time. Please respond to 
mhwdentist@gmail.com.

Mel Trotter Ministries Dental Clinic 
Seeking Humble, Compassionate Team 
Members – Do you have a heart for serving 
those who are experiencing homelessness? 
The Mel Trotter Ministries Dental Clinic is in 
need of humble, dedicated, Dentists, Dental 
Hygienists, and Dental Assistants who are 
looking to give back to the community. We 
have paid, volunteer, and per diem positions 
open. Our Dental Clinic has been providing 
low cost dental care for those experiencing 
homelessness and housed neighbors in the 
Heartside district of Grand Rapids for over 15 
years. Mel Trotter Ministries serves a large 
population of men, women, and children 
who are in need of quality dental care. We 
need humble faith driven team members to 
increase dental clinic services in our commu- 
nity. Help us create more smiles in our mission  
and community. This is the perfect position 
for even a retired dentist that wants to keep up  
their skills in the dental field for a few hours a  
week either as a paid or volunteer team member.  
We also offer the opportunity to earn CE hours 
as well as working with a fun loving team. 
For additional information on this rewarding 
opportunity, please contact our Clinic 
Coordinator; christinehowland@meltrotter.org. 
We look forward to serving with you!
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Opening for a Part-Time or Full-Time 
Associate in West Michigan – Looking 
for an associate to help with our growing 
practice. We are flexible with the days 
available. We have an amazing team and are 
open to a partnership. To learn more please 
contact westernmichigandentist@gmail.com.

Northeast Grand Rapids – Space for 
lease in a modern, 10,000+ SF medical-
dental office building also home to a group 
dental practice and separate pediatric dental 
practice. 4,889 SF is available, with full 
basement storage and ample parking. Owners 
are willing to divide the space with a build-
out allowance to fit tenant needs. For serious 
inquiries, email c2summitllc@gmail.com.

Retired Dentist has Equipment and 
Instruments for Sale –2011 Adec unit w/
Dental-eze chair; Mobile carts; Panoramic 
Corp PC-1000 Unit; Tuttnauer Steam 
Autoclave A-1730 MKV; GE X-Ray unit; 
Selection of Unitec stainless steel crowns; 
Lead apron and collar; Buffalo model trimmer; 
Air compressor/dryer; Operative instruments. 
Contact ddswmi@gmail.com for prices, info, 
and photos.

New BIOTEC C2125 Rear Delivery Unit for 
Sale –New in original shipping container.  
Located in SE Grand Rapids. Skyline Walnut 
cabinet with Linen Corian countertop. $15k 
retail, asking $10k obo. Please contact 
djhernly@sbcglobal.net or 616.443.2158 for 
photos and specs.

Make Money, While Making A Difference! 
– Michigan Dental Outreach, a school-based 
dental company, is looking for dentists to  
join our team, providing dental care to kids in 
schools. We have full- and part-time positions 
available, offering competitive compensation. 
Please text 855-957-4375 or email sayar@
mobiledentists.com for more information.

Thriving Practice For Sale in SW GR – 
Revenue for past 3 years: $860,533 (including 
2020). Active patients: 1,845. Selling Price: 
$654,005. Call Chris Webb for more info at 
616.446.7622.

Space for Lease – Perfect location at 
1151 East Paris Ave S.E., on the prestigious 
southeast GR medical corridor. Convenient 
entrance at the traffic light across from 
Bonefish Grill.  Class A 5000 S.F. dental 
suite will be available in the first or second 
quarter of 2025. Currently occupied by a 
general dentist – equipment may be available 
to purchase. Beautiful décor, 8 ops, large 
break room, plenty of main floor storage, 
sterilization room, doctor private office, large 
front desk with practice manager office, 
consultation room, full basement ideal for 
storage, compressor, suction, HVAC.  Contact 
Dr Sam Bander at sambander3L@gmail.com  
or 616.729.8411.

Patient-focused Dental Team – Looking 
for a like-minded associate to join our fast-
paced office. Our slogan is “Taking care of you 
beyond your smile,” and we demonstrate this 
passion every day through our exceptional 
patient care. We are ready and willing to open 
our dental family to a seasoned dentist, or one 
just starting their career and looking to learn 
and grow alongside an esteemed member 
of the dental community. It is our goal to 
expand the much-needed care we are able to 
provide to our local community. We are open 
four days a week with alternate Mondays 
and Fridays. Our office is willing to negotiate 
requested working schedules for the right 
associate. Our back log of patients waiting to 
be seen is abundant and will keep our current 
dentist and new associate sufficiently busy 
while we continue to build and grow our 
practice. If interested in learning more about 
our amazing team, please send us an email at 
drmargaret04@gmail.com.

Adjunct Instructor 1 – Dentist – Ferris State University – Work with dental hygiene 
faculty, adjunct instructors, and staff to provide supervision and evaluation of dental 
hygiene students in pre-clinical and clinical courses, dental radiology, and other dental 
hygiene courses. The supervising dentist works under the direction of the Dental Hygiene 
Clinic Operations Supervisor. This is a pooled position. One or more applicants may be 
hired as needed to teach classes on a semester-by-semester basis. This posting is being 
used for face-to-face instruction; the candidate selected for the position must reside in 
Michigan after acceptance of employment. The anticipated start date of this position is 
January 2024. However, this is an estimated date and can be revised if needed.

Required: Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD). Recent 
clinical experience. Must be a DDS/DMD, licensed to practice in Michigan. Must have 
a Michigan Board of Pharmacy Controlled Substance license. Must have a current CPR 
Healthcare Provider Certification.

To apply and view full job description, visit https://jobs.ferris.edu. Ferris State University is 
an Equal Opportunity employer committed to inclusion and equity. Learn more about the 
Ferris mission, commitment to diversity and to equal opportunity, and dynamic, student-
focused community at ferris.edu. Applicants requiring accommodation or assistance 
completing an application/participating in the hiring process should contact Human 
Resources at 231.591.2150 or fsujobs@ferris.edu.
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Zeeland Dental Practice for Sale – Great 
practice for sale. $850,000 collections with 
high net. 6 ops in very nice office. Excellent 
systems in place, true “turn-key” situation. 
Over 1300 patients on active recall. Real 
Estate also available. Contact Patrick Houlihan 
of The Houlihan Group at 734.634.4459 or 
Phoulihan11@msn.com.

Seeking Associate Dentist in Holland, 
MI – We are an upbeat, modern office with 
a passion to be the best for our patients and 
our community. As we continue to grow, we 
are looking for an amazing associate dentist 
to join our family. At ELITEdental, we aim 

to provide the best care for our patients and 
provide a healthy, happy, and care-oriented 
environment for our team as well. In this 
position, our associate will be a vital and 
invaluable asset of our expanding practice 
here at ELITEdental. To apply or learn more, 
please contact our office at 616.396.9583 or 
office@elitedentalholland.com. We can’t wait 
to meet you!

West Michigan Practice for Sale – 
General/pediatric focused part-time practice 
with $650,000 K+ ave. 4 ops, chartless, with 
strong hygiene. Real estate available. Contact 
Steven Schrems; Peak Practice Transitions 
888.477.7325 or info@peaktransitions.com.

Associate Opportunity in Grandville, 
Michigan – for a general dental maternity 
coverage or long-term associate. We need an 
associate to provide maternity coverage from 
November 2024 to March 2025 for three to 
four days per week. If you are interested in a 
long-term position we are also looking for a 
long-term associate and could have you start 
as soon as August 2024. To learn more about 
our office and the opportunity please email 
Hilary@proveerpm.com.

Whether it’s your first home or your forever home, build with the best:  
LMCU’s Dentist Loan Program offers down payments from 5%-15%,** 
with a one-time close for all-in-one financing. LMCU has built strong 
relationships with the state’s top builders to streamline the process. 

Make LMCU your #1 choice, and we’ll make your move-in our #1 priority.

Trust Michigan’s #1 construction lender*  
to find the best loan product for your new home.

Contact Zac Ellerbroek
Mortgage Loan Originator
(616) 234-6864 | (800) 242-9790 x6864
Zac.Ellerbroek@LMCU.org
NMLS #138717

*Marketrac, 2023. **5% down up to a $1.5MM loan amount, minimum 10% down to $1.75MM loan amount, minimum in 15% down up to a $2MM loan amount.
Down payment options are based on qualifying factors. These options are for primary homes only.
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REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME

ADDRESS	 EMAIL

ADDITIONAL REGISTRANT(S) AT THIS ADDRESS

	 MDA-member dentist – $250

	 WMDDS retired member dentist – $125

	 Staff members (each) – $125

	 per non-member dentist – $500

	 LATE REGISTRATION FEE (after 10/25/24) – $50

	 TOTAL:

PAY BY CREDIT CARD                       	 AMEX	 VISA	 Mastercard

CREDIT CARD #		

EXPIRATION DATE			           SECURITY CODE

NAME ON CARD	

SIGNATURE

Dr. Marie Fluent is a graduate of the University of Michigan School of Dentistry. Her dental career spans over 35 years 
and includes roles as dentist, both as an associate and practice owner, infection control coordinator, office manager, and 
dental assistant. Additionally, she has extensive experience and expertise as a dental inflection control clinical instructor, 
educator, speaker, author, and consultant. Dr. Fluent is passionate and deeply committed to improving dental infection 
control and patient safety. Through her writing, webinars, and invited lectures, she has educated thousands of dental 
professionals and students nationally and internationally. Dr. Fluent has written numerous peer reviewed articles on 
infection control in the dental setting, compliance, and responsible antibiotic prescribing.

Infection Control Check-up for the Entire Dental Team  |  Delivery of Clean and Healthy 
Water in Your Dental Practice  |  Antibiotic Stewardship in Dentistry: A Team Approach

Presented by Marie T. Fluent, DDS, CDICP | Friday, November 8, 2024  |  8:00am–4:00pm  |  Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park | CE Credits: 7 

PAY BY CHECK: �Make checks payable to: West Michigan District Dental Society. Remit to: Elaine Fleming | c/o WMDDS |  
5355 Northland Drive NE, Suite C,  Box 142 | Grand Rapids, MI 49525 | Questions? Call 616.916.8559 or email efwmdds@aol.com

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS WHO HAVE HELPED TO MAKE THIS PROGRAM AVAILABLE.

PLATINUM SPONSORS SILVER SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSORS

West Michigan District Dental Society is an  
ADA CERP Recognized Provider. 
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      free
consultation

set up 
your 616.914.4479

info@ddsintegration.com

www.ddsintegration.com

ddsintegration

PO Box 150633 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515

Dental Specialty

Friendly Experts

IT Systems/Support

Forward Thinking

Free consultation

What if IT wasn’t dreadful?
Imagine friendly conversations with human-like words and explanations. 

Imagine talking to someone who understands and cares about your needs. 

Imagine (take a deep breath) you actually liked your IT support team and 

they liked you. Imagine calling DDS Integration to make all this come true. 

Now, stop imagining and call!


