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Mission Statement
The Bulletin is the newsletter of the WMDDS and its mission is to inform the membership of upcoming and recent events, 
state & local issues related to dentistry, and as a forum for its officers, representatives, and members to discuss appropriate 
topics of interest to the membership.

Communication & Advertising Policy
The Bulletin will publish submitted articles from members and others that relate to the practice of dentistry, small busi-
ness, social, or political issues affecting dentists, or other subjects of interest to the membership. All published items are 
subject to space restrictions and the community standards of the WMDDS. The editors reserve the right to reject any article 
or advertisement deemed inappropriate and to edit submissions as they see fit.

Submission & Publication Policy: Articles and advertisements must be submitted no later than the 1st of the month preceding 
publication date. The Bulletin has six publications: the winter issue, spring issue, summer issue, directory issue, fall issue, 
holiday issue. Direct submissions or correspondences to:

Dr. Daniel Miller | 1471 E. Beltline Ave Suite 101 | Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525
Email: WMDDSBulletin@gmail.com

ADVERTISERS INDEX
The Bulletin wishes to thank our valued advertisers who support organized dentistry by 
helping to defray the cost of printing and mailing.

Advertising in the Bulletin is seen by over 90% of the dentists in the West Michigan 
District. This includes five of the fastest growing counties in the state: Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, 
Montcalm, and Mecosta.

For information on advertising rates, call Elaine Fleming, WMDDS Executive Secretary at 
616-916-8559. Target your market—advertise in the Bulletin!
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ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 2023

The Meadows at Grand Valley State University

Join colleagues and friends for a fun day of 18 holes of golf on the beautiful,  
well-maintained “links-style” course that has hosted several NCAA events.

Registration begins at 8:00 am with a 9:00 am shotgun start. Scramble format

Prizes for Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive, Winning Foursome 
Hit a Hole-in-One, Win a Car!

Raffle Tickets—you can pre-order tickets to win prizes for golf, electronics and entertainment. 
$5 per ticket or 5 tickets for $20

REGISTRATION FORM — DEADLINE JULY 19, 2023

Name	 Email

Name	 Email

Name	 Email

Name	 Email

Make check payable to West Michigan Dental Foundation or pay by VISA, MasterCard, or American Express

Mail to: West Michigan Dental Foundation, 5355 Northland Drive NE, Suite C, Box 142, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

PAY BY CREDIT CARD:     VISA     Mastercard     American Express

CREDIT CARD #		  EXPIRATION DATE/SECURITY CODE

NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE

PHONE		  EMAIL

Golf package – $225	 $

Raffle tickets – $5 each or $20 for 5	 $

Special Player’s Package – $100	 $
(includes $100 of raffle tickets and 
1 mulligan)

TOTAL	 $

$225 GOLF PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
Driving Range, Golf with Cart, Continental Breakfast, 1 Bloody Mary, On Course Beverages and Lunch
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reviews the committee’s recommendation and decides whether or not 
to adopt it as policy. Minutes from all meetings are available on the 
member section of the MDA website.

Members of the MDA may have multiple roles. For example, I am the 
Editor of West Michigan, a delegate for West Michigan, Vice Chair 
on the MDA Council on Governmental and Insurance Affairs, and an 
ADA Delegate. Having multiple leadership roles is common, but not a 
requirement. The MDA needs more leaders to fill these roles. Often a 
desire to help is all that is needed, not extensive experience. If you want 
to gain some experience in various leadership roles, then the LEAD 
program is a great option. If you have any interest in leadership and 
would like to discuss opportunities, please contact the following:

General Questions:  
Daniel Miller (wmddsbulletin@gmail.com)

West Michigan District Dental Society:  
Elaine Fleming (efwmdds@aol.com)

Michigan Dental Association/LEAD:  
Angie Kanazeh (akanazeh@michigandental.org)

Keep smiling,

 
Daniel Miller, DDS
WMDDS Bulletin Editor

A Review of  
MDA Leadership Structure

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

The MDA Annual Session returned to Grand Rapids for the first time 
since 2017. I hope everyone was able to enjoy CE and a social event. 
See page 14 for a complete overview of the Annual Session. The MDA 
Annual Session is also the time of year when the House of Delegates 
meets. Each Annual Session seems to prompt similar questions. What is 
a delegate? How is West Michigan District Dental Society different from 
the MDA? Now that Annual Session is fresh in our mind, it is a great 
time to give a brief review of the overarching MDA structure.

The MDA is part of a tripartite system. This means that it is comprised 
of local (West Michigan District Dental Society), state (Michigan Dental 
Association), and national (American Dental Association) associations. 
All three parts work together to provide benefits to members. The 
structure of the MDA can be divided into the House of Delegates, the 
Board and its committees, and the subsidiaries. 

The House of Delegates is comprised of 102 members from across the 
state. The House creates resolutions to advise the Board of Trustees 
(BOT) and elects the BOT and the ADA delegation. The House meets 
together once a year at Annual Session on Thursday and Saturday. 
Component regions may have additional meetings before and during 
Annual Session.

The BOT sets policy, budget, and dues. A series of committees works 
with the BOT in an advisory fashion. For example, the Council of 
Governmental and Insurance Affairs monitors policies and bills affecting 
dentistry and recommends a position for the MDA. The BOT then 

EDITOR’S LETTER
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EDITOR’S LETTER
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Organized dentistry has been a part of my life since I was born. My 
father, Richard, was a very involved member of the MDA/ADA, and 
is a past MDA president. He is someone who I have always looked up 
to throughout my life. During my childhood, he took me to all of the 
MDA annual sessions, ADA annual sessions, summer meetings, etc. 
where he instilled in me early on the importance of giving back to the 
profession that does so much for us. I could see the impact he had as a 
great leader and I strive to do the same. I am passionate about helping 
our profession navigate both old and new issues that are presented to 
us every day. It is an honor to be able to serve West Michigan as your 
president. Thank you all for being such a great community, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone throughout the year !

Hello West Michigan

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Brandon Jankowski, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS President

Hello West Michigan! I am Brandon Jankowski, and I am very excited 
to be your new WMDDS President. I want to thank our past president, 
Jake Miller, for continuing to navigate our organization through the 
tough COVID times. It has been nice to see everyone back at CE classes, 
meetings, and all of the other events that are now starting to take  
place again.

I live in Grand Rapids with my wife, Emily, and our son, Maxwell. I also 
can’t forget our dog, Luna! I went to the University of Michigan for 
both undergrad and dental school. Since graduating, I have practiced 
in Grand Rapids with Dr. Len Bartoszewicz, who has been a wonderful 
mentor. I have also been very fortunate to have met many great people 
in the area since moving here. Emily and I have truly come to love West 
Michigan and everything it has to offer.
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TRIPARTITE UPDATE

Your Membership Working for You!
ADA

	 In order to receive or renew a DEA license, a one time 
training is now required by the MATE Act. A FAQ page 
on this newly mandated 8 hour training has been 
placed on the ADA website and is available with the 
QR code.

	 SmileCon will be held October 5–7th in Orlando, FL.

WMDDS
	 On February 11th at Frugthaven Farms, Montcalm 

County Great Start Collaborative held a Tooth Fairy 
Dental Event. West Michigan District Dental Society 
used some of this year’s MDA Public Relations Grant 
to purchase oral hygiene supplies for this event 
which was attended by 59 families that included 
104 children. The focus of this event was to help 
improve the well-being of families in Montcalm 
County. Each child that attended received a bag 
of goodies that included dental resources and oral 
hygiene supplies. Families participated in activities 
that included how to brush and floss and which 
foods are healthy for our bodies. Ms. Stanton was 
there as the Tooth Fairy.

MDA
 	 See full Annual Session Update on page 14.

	 At the March Board of Trustees meeting, the 
board approved participating in the Oral Health 
Workforce Development Steering Committee.

	 The MDA Leadership Forum is scheduled for 
Friday, September 29th. Registration is free and 
5.5 hours of CE credit is provided. Registration 
and additional information is available with 
the QR code.

	 The MDA Foundation will sponsor a Mission of 
Mercy dental treatment event next year, Friday 
and Saturday, June 14-15, 2024, at the Dort 
Financial Center in Flint.
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The counties of Ionia/Montcalm and Mecosta, and the West Michigan Dental 
Foundation have no updates for this issue. 

Look for further updates in future issues.

WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN / COUNTY & LOCAL SOCIETY UPDATES

Happy late spring and early summer to our colleagues here in 
West Michigan!

Despite having to cancel our last Kent County Dental 
Society Meeting and program in March due to unforeseen 
circumstances, we would still consider our 2022-23 year to be a 
success. For the first time in a long while, we were able to meet 
in person last November at Watermark to enjoy a presentation 
from Dr. Graham Greenland. It was great to see some familiar, 
and many new, faces in attendance. We promise to bring back 
our full slate of meetings for the 2023-24 season and hopefully 
all of them will be in-person! Look for our program e-mails 
towards the end of summer or early fall for more information.

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Alexis Gallagher will be 
joining the Board and will serve as Treasurer beginning in May. 
We are also thankful for the gracious and strong leadership that 
our outgoing President, Dr. Rachel Sinacola, provided during her 
four years on the KCDS Board. Thank you Rachel, for your great 
service to the Board. You will be missed!

Kent County
Len Bartoszewicz, DDS 
Vice President 
Kent County Dental Society 
doclendo@yahoo.com

The Holland/Zeeland Dental Society wrapped up its 2022–23 year 
with a final meeting on April 26th at New Holland Brewing. This 
was a hands on meeting covering ZimVie implants. If anyone is 
interested in getting involved with the dental society for next year, 
please email me at tander7480@aol.com. I’m also looking for a 
couple of dentists to help with next year. This past year we had six 
meetings that included 5 CEs.

Ottawa County
Tom Anderson, DDS  
WMDDS Ottawa County  
Representative 
tander7480@aol.com

Kent County Oral  
Health Coalition
Colette Smiley, DDS, Co-Chair of  
Kent County Oral Health Coalition 
colettesmiley@gmail.com

The KCOHC has provided their update in the form of content on 
pages 10 and 11.



WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | SPRING ISSUE 2023 9

COUNTY & LOCAL SOCIETY UPDATES / WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN

New Dentist Forum
Jeffrey Heinz, DDS, MSD 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
jeffreymheinz@gmail 

 
Sabrina Wadood, DDS 
New Dentist Forum  
Co-Chairperson 
sabrina.wadood@gmail.com

Thank you all for a great season! We wrapped up the season with a  
great lecture by Dr. Graham Greenland on Endo-Crowns. We had a great 
turnout and good discourse. We don't have any more New Dentist Forum 
events scheduled for the rest of the spring, but we will be starting back up 
with our Summer Social in August 2023. We will send details as the time 
gets closer. If you have any location or topic requests or ideas, please let 
us know.

We will also be looking for speakers and sponsors for the Fall 2023 
season. 

Have a great spring/summer!
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Medicaid Benefits Have Expanded!

Help your patients understand their benefits

Fluoride treatment is covered every 6 months up to age 21, and four
times every 12 months under age 6.
Sealants are covered once every 3 years for any age.
Full metal (gold, chrome) and porcelain crowns (anterior and premolars)
now covered for all ages. Covered once every 5 years per tooth.
Root canals covered for all ages. Root canal redone one time per tooth.
Periodontal treatment is covered for all ages including: comprehensive
evaluation, prophylaxis, scaling and root planning, and maintenance.
Complete and partial dentures are covered once every five years.

Summary of Expanded Benefits

Information for Your Clinic/ Practice

Health Plans are responsible for the client's dental services on the enrollment effective
date. Services must be obtained through Health Plan's dental provider network.
Dental services for beneficiaries who are not enrolled in an MHP, ICO or PACE will
continue to be provided through the Medicaid FFS program.

Accessing MHHHS Dental Fee Schedule

Go to www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-
business/providers/providers/billingreimbursement/information-specific-to-different-
providers
Click Dental
Under Dental Fee Schedule, click April 2023 PDF or Excel from drop-down menu
Click View Report to view billing codes

Talking Points

Previous Medicaid Dental Benefits were limited. The expanded benefits will cover
more preventative and restorative services at an increased reimbursement rate.  

For more information call the provider helpline
1.800.292.2550 or email

providersupport@michigan.gov

WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN / LOCAL SOCIETY UPDATES
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                                 The Michigan Interfaith Refugee Dental Program 
 
Addressing the issue of Afghan refugees, Christ Church Cranbrook, the Muslim Unity Center, Delta 
Dental of Michigan, and the Delta Dental Foundation came together to develop the Michigan Interfaith 
Refugee Dental Program. This program supports private practice general dentists and dental specialists 
so they can donate their services to provide needed dental care not covered by insurance or Medicaid. 
This program aims to restore dental health, helping these new Americans integrate successfully into their 
new home and thank them for their service to U.S. military troops. 
 
Providers in the program: 

● Agree to take one to four patients. 
● Provide treatment in their own office, with their own team. 
● Examine assigned patients and develop treatment plans as they see fit to restore health.  
● Are reimbursed through the program’s Dental Fund. This reimbursement covers staff time and 

lab fees fairly and reasonably; a per visit facility supply fee is also given. Dentists receive a 
letter acknowledging the donation of their services. 

 
Patients in the program are/can: 

● Demonstrate legal refugee status. 
● Referred by area agencies, faith communities, or word of mouth. 
● Not covered under any dental plan. 
● Screened and treated by participating dentists. 
● Have transportation and a translator available. 

 
Refugees and new immigrants with Medicaid, Healthy Kids Dental, or private insurance (+ less complex 
treatment needs) are referred to safety net settings. Those that are uninsured or with more complex 
treatment needs are referred to the Program. The program, referring agency, or faith community assists 
with translation and transportation needs. Once treatment is complete, patients are referred to area safety 
net providers for routine maintenance care. 
 
 
Questions? Please reach out to interfaithdental@christchurchcranbrook.org. 
 
 
 
 
Providers Sign Up Here!    

LOCAL SOCIETY UPDATES / WHAT’S NEW IN WEST MICHIGAN
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Zac Ellerbroek
Mortgage Loan Originator
(616) 234-6864
(800) 242-9790 x6864
Zac.Ellerbroek@LMCU.org
NMLS #138717

In addition to our 48 branches throughout Michigan, LMCU also has 20 branches  
throughout sunny, warm, snowless Southwest Florida. So whether you want to build, 
buy, or refinance in Michigan or Florida, contact me today and save with flexible  
mortgage options, industry-low closing costs, and low down payments.

Whether your new home or vacation 
home is in the Great Lakes State 
or the Sunshine State, put yourself 
in the perfect state of mind with 
with the perfect financing.





12731 WMDDS Zac Ellerbroek_Spring 2023_5-18.indd   112731 WMDDS Zac Ellerbroek_Spring 2023_5-18.indd   1 5/18/23   9:18 AM5/18/23   9:18 AM
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ADVOCACY AVENUE

ADA Dentist and Student Lobby Day

ADA Dentist and Student Lobby Day took place March 5th-7th in 
Washington, DC. The MDA sent a delegation of dentists and dental 
students. The first two days consisted of familiarizing dentists with the 
lobbying process and various advocacy efforts. On the third and final 
day, member dentists met with elected officials. 

This year, the MDA delegation met with 13 Michigan members of US 
Congress and staff. The MDA delegation was able to meet in person 
with Representatives Bergman, Moolenaar (see photos), and Dingell. 
The remaining meetings were with staff. Those meetings included 
staff for both Senators Stabenow and Peters as well as Representative 
Scholten, whose representation includes West Michigan. It is common 
for meetings to be with the staff of elected officials. The staff member 
at the meeting is typically well versed in health policy. It is rare for an 
elected official to be well versed in health care and they often rely on 
staffers to explain health policy. 

The term lobbying can carry a negative connotation as the media 
often shows negative stories about “special interest lobbyists.” 
However, lobbying is not inherently bad and it is an essential part of 

By Daniel Miller, DDS 
Grand Rapids 
WMDDS Editor

American politics. The American political system is complex, and active 
involvement from citizens is important and welcome. Lobbying is a way 
to get a specific viewpoint presented to elected officials. Dentistry is a 
highly specialized field with unique interests related to both health care 
and small business. If dentists do not lobby, then the legislators will  
make decisions that affect dentistry without the input of dentists. This is  
why dental advocacy and lobbying is important. When lobbying, dentists  
belong to the tooth party. The tooth party is nonpartisan and serves the 
needs of dentists and their patients regardless of personal politics. 

In addition to discussing pending legislation, these meetings have 
another important goal. These meetings ensure that the elected officials 
realize the ADA is the authority on dental health and it should be their 
first thought when it comes to any policy relating to oral health. These 
elected officials meet with multiple groups daily. It is important that 
the ADA is their first thought when oral policy is being discussed.

This year, the ADA legislative priorities included three bills as well 
as the general topic of workforce shortage. The bills discussed were: 
Resident Education Deferred Interest (REDI) Act, Dental and Optometric 
Care (DOC) Access Act, and the Medicaid Dental Benefit Act. These bills 
cover deferring interest during residency, regulations on noncovered 
services, and expanding Medicaid access. The discussions on these 
bills were generally positive. Be on the lookout for future Action Alerts 
related to these bills. 

If you have questions about the advocacy efforts of the MDA or the 
ADA, please email Neema Katibai, the MDA Manager of Government 
and Insurance Affairs, at nkatibai@michigandental.org.

Zac Ellerbroek
Mortgage Loan Originator
(616) 234-6864
(800) 242-9790 x6864
Zac.Ellerbroek@LMCU.org
NMLS #138717

In addition to our 48 branches throughout Michigan, LMCU also has 20 branches  
throughout sunny, warm, snowless Southwest Florida. So whether you want to build, 
buy, or refinance in Michigan or Florida, contact me today and save with flexible  
mortgage options, industry-low closing costs, and low down payments.

Whether your new home or vacation 
home is in the Great Lakes State 
or the Sunshine State, put yourself 
in the perfect state of mind with 
with the perfect financing.




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COVER STORY / 2023 MDA ANNUAL SESSION

MDA Annual Session Recap
The Return
MDA Annual Session concluded on May 6th at DeVos Place. It returned for the first time  
since 2017. The following is a summary and photos of the events. In addition to CE and 
the vendor hall, there were multiple social events. Some events to highlight are the MDA  
Foundation Sparkling Smiles Celebration, the New Dentist Networking Lounge at IDC, 
the President’s Party honoring Vince Benivegna, and the Women in Dentistry event.

Women in Dentistry
The Women in Dentistry event featured ADA President Elect Linda 
Edgar. This was a great time for women to meet and discuss dentistry, 
leadership, and more. The Women in Dentistry group was started 
in part by West Michigan’s own Deb Peters. For more information, 
please email Deb at debradds@gmail.com. See page 18 for a Practice 
Perspective article related to the Women in Dentistry group.

Pierre Fauchard 
Academy
At the Pierre Fauchard Academy luncheon, West 
Michigan’s Dr. Rachel Sinacola was inducted and 
Dr. Margaret Gingrich received a Joseph C. Harris 
Mentorship Award.
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 2023 MDA ANNUAL SESSION / COVER STORY

House of Delegates
The MDA House of Delegates met two times during Annual Session.  
The House discussed multiple resolutions and the full actions of the 
house can be found on the MDA member section of the website.  
The House elected multiple positions (see below) and extended its 
thanks to leaders concluding their term, 
including trustee Lauryne Vanderhoof  
(West Michigan).

Elections
President: Eric Knudsen
President Elect: Todd Christy
Secretary Treasurer: Chris Gorecki
Speaker of the House: Deb Peters (West Michigan)

Editor: Michelle Dziurgot

Trustee 3-year Term: Chady Elhage, Melanie Mayberry,  
Michelle Szewczyk

Trustee 1-year Term: Shelly Jones

Dr. Daniel Miller
ADA Delegate to represent 
the MDA

Dr. R. Graham Greenland 
ADA Alternate Delegate to  
represent the MDA

Dr. Margaret Gingrich
ADA Delegate to  
represent the MDA

Dr. Deb Peters
MDA Speaker of the House

ADA Delegation: Margaret Gingrich (West Michigan), Gabe Holdwick, 
Daniel Miller (West Michigan)

Alternate ADA Delegates: Naila Farooq, Graham Greenland (West 
Michigan), Mark Johnston, Elizabeth Knudsen, Cate Nelson, Riley Schaff, 
Tamar Shrikian, PJ Singh, Tamika Thompson, Sarah Tomaka, Benjamin 
Underwood, Alexa Vitek-Hitchcock

Dr. Lauryne Vanderhoof 
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MDA PAC Competition
The Michigan Dental PAC held its annual component competition. This 
year the West Michigan/Muskegon component won with the most 
donations, totaling $5,866. While the campaign is over, the PAC accepts 
donations year round. A donation can be given via the QR code.

SAVE THE DATE!
Be sure to save the date for the next Annual Session, which will take place April 17th–20th, 2024, in Lansing.

COVER STORY / 2023 MDA ANNUAL SESSION
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877.906.9924 • mdaprograms.com

3657 Okemos Road, Suite 100 • Okemos, MI 48864-3927  

Whether you want a group health plan, or an  

individual plan, MDA Insurance has the right  

solution for you. We can bring you the comfort  

that comes when you carry a Blue Cross Blue Shield 

card, or the value associated with a Priority Health 

plan. And help you look at alternative carriers. 

We want to provide your health insurance  

from the beginning of your career through your 

retirement years. MDA members are eligible for  

a special group supplement to Medicare too! 

Never go anywhere else for your health insurance. 

Call us for the right solution tailored to you.

Health insurance starts here.
We have what you need.

Get the solution that’s right for you.
• Small and large group plans.
 • MDA Health Plan.
 • Blue Cross Blue Shield.
• Individual health plans.
• MDA Retiree Health Plan.
• Medicare plans.
• Short- and Long-term health plans.

0057_G_WMDDS_FP_Health insurance starts here_March_Spring 2023.indd   10057_G_WMDDS_FP_Health insurance starts here_March_Spring 2023.indd   1 2/8/2023   1:05:24 PM2/8/2023   1:05:24 PM
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OUR COMMUNITY  /  PRACTICE PERSPECTIVE

Missional Dentist 

On April 25, 2023, the Michigan Dental Association Women in 
Dentistry* group met virtually for a presentation titled “Mission 
Experiences With Family and Within Dentistry.” Several speakers 
presented on their experiences completing mission work, including Dr. 
Margaret Gingrich of Big Rapids, Michigan. This article summarizes Dr. 
Gingrich’s presentation and her experience with mission work.

“I am a missional dentist.” Dr. Margaret Gingrich has been doing dental 
mission work since she got her dental license. She knew in her heart 
that she wanted to do something beyond private practice and her friend 
and mentor, Dr. Don French, had just the idea for her. In 2005, during 
her first year of practice, she took a leap of faith and a week off work to 
travel to Guyana. What she found was harmony in her life that made 
her feel more fulfilled. After the first trip, Dr. Gingrich has continued to 
visit Guyana, going eight times, and has sought out additional mission 
opportunities in Michigan and Alaska.

During her trip, she traveled with a group of West Michigan dentists, 
and six of her hygiene students from Ferris State University. They 
were met with a population with dramatic dental needs: There were 
thirty dentists and a population of 750,000 citizens in the country of 
Guyana. In comparison, the West Michigan District Dental Society had 
750 dentists serving 750,000 residents. The primary focus of the group 
was on dental education. They made a point to teach the Guyanese 
patients how take care of their teeth in the future, taught oral hygiene 
instructions, and focused on restorative work. If there was a way to save 
a tooth, they saved it. 

The focus on education does not just pertain to the patients. Part of 
the mission’s focus on education applies to teaching Guyanese dental 
therapists (equivalent to our dentists) how to complete dental care. 
This makes sense given the original purpose of the mission: bringing 
dental hygiene students from Ferris State University to gain more 
experience and give back. This has expanded to bringing dental 
students, too. Dr. Gingrich reports that dental and dental hygiene 
students who attend these missions often gain more clinical experience 
on this trip in one week than they were able to in their training up to 
that point. Since Dr. Scott Hodges (Grand Rapids) began organizing 
these trips, a dental school has opened in Guyana. The Guyanese 
students often participate in these missions as externships. These 
missions have taught the Guyanese dental students how to complete 
root canals and how to place sealants. This gives all of the doctors a 
chance to teach students of all levels while helping people. 

Dr. Scott Hodges and Dr. Margaret Gingrich

By Rachel Sinacola, DDS, MS 
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The average trip to Guyana involves about thirty individuals, including 
dentists, hygienists, assistants, and dental and dental hygiene students. 
Dr. Hodges and Dr. Steve Hall of Jenison have continued to organize 
the mission started by Dr. Don French. They often stay in a preacher’s 
house or a local church. They bring portable dental equipment and their 
own supplies. Often, patients travel from 
great distances and wait in line for dental 
treatment.

One particularly moving experience for Dr. 
Gingrich was when she saw a 14-year-old 
patient who recently lost tooth #19. Tooth 
#18 had just erupted and already had a 
caries lesion present. Dr. Gingrich wanted to maintain the chewing 
function on the left side and attempted to restore the tooth, but an 
exposure of the pulp occurred. Unfortunately, the group was completely 
out of root canal therapy supplies. Dr. Gingrich placed DyCal and a 
filling, doing the best she felt that she could. She was heartbroken 
when the team got a call later that year that the patient had an 
extraoral fistula present. The patient refused dental care from local 
providers. When Dr. Gingrich returned to Guyana the following year, the 
patient walked a couple of days from her village to find Dr. Gingrich, 
saw her, and said, “You! You’re the doctor who helped me! Please see 
me!” Dr. Hodges was able to complete root canal therapy for this tooth 
and Dr. Gingrich restored it. She also got to see how much the patient’s 
oral health improved over the year after she taught her how to brush 
her teeth and floss. While she questioned her original ability to help the 
patient, she saw everything come together during this second trip. 

In addition to international mission work, Dr. Gingrich has also traveled 
with Dr. French, Dr. Hodges, and other Michigan dentists to Alaska. 
While in Alaska, they complete dental work on missionaries that 
are living in Alaska. Completing dental work in Alaska requires an 
active dental or dental hygiene license in your state AND a volunteer 
dental license in Alaska. An interesting fact is that Dr. French received 
the first volunteer dental license in Alaskan state history and Dr. 
Gingrich received the second. While there, they usually stay in a cabin. 
Sometimes mission work means making the best of a situation and 
“playing it by ear.” An example of this happened on her first trip to 
Alaska when none of their equipment arrived.  Luckily, a local dentist 

opened his practice and donated a lot of material so they could still 
complete their mission work.

Dr. Gingrich says that what she has learned on the missions has 
increased her clinical competency and speed. She has seen people wait 

in the heat for treatment and has wanted 
to treat as many people as she could in one 
day. She often pushes herself, saying, “One 
more! I can see one more patient !” while 
completing mission work. She has also 
learned how to work with dental materials in 
different weather conditions. She notes that 
materials handle differently in high heat, and 

she’s comfortable doing treatment outside of air conditioning now. She 
also said she’s gotten creative doing dental mission work, challenging 
herself to use composite on teeth that could have been treatment 
planned for crowns in private practice. For example, in Guyana, citizens 
often chew on chicken bones to get bone marrow out and fracture their 
teeth. She has learned to restore these teeth using composite and to 
educate the patient about the impact this habit has on their teeth. 

If you’re looking for an opportunity to complete dental mission work 
closer to home, Dr. Gingrich is the co-chair for the MDA Mission of 
Mercy 2024. Originally scheduled for 2020 and postponed due to the 
pandemic, this event is scheduled June 14-15, 2024 in Flint, Michigan. 

“�I want to give patients a 
helping hand UP.”

— Margaret Gingrich, DDS, MS

Dr. Aaron Clark, a young patient, 
and Dr. Margaret Gingrich



	 WEST MICHIGAN DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY | SPRING ISSUE 202320

OUR COMMUNITY  /  PRACTICE PERSPECTIVE

Questions to ask before selecting a mission:
Before joining a program, find out what their missions 
and their goals are. 

  � What is the mission’s goal? 

  � Do you want to go with students?

  � Is it annual so you could go back to the same location?

  � Will they have x-rays when you go?

  � Is there equipment?

  � Is it with an organization or religious group?

  � What type of patients will be seen?

Many volunteers at the MOM report that they like the opportunity 
to serve as a team. While many opportunities involve a group of 
dentists or a group of hygienists, the MOM utilizes volunteers dentists, 
assistants, hygienists, students, family members, and more.

If you’d like more information 
on ways to complete dental 
mission work, opportunities 
exist at the local, state, 
national, and international 
level. If you ask Dr. Gingrich 
why you should volunteer for 
dental mission work, she will 
tell you, “You will receive so 
much more than you give!”

There have been four successful Mission of Mercy (MOM) events across 
the state, including in Saginaw, Macomb, Grand Rapids, and Big Rapids. 

Between the four previous MOM events, four million dollars in free care  
has been provided, almost 5,000 patients have been seen and over 4,600  
volunteers have served. The 
events utilize large facilities 
and host 100 portable dental 
chairs! Providers have their 
own chairs and can bring 
their own assistants or work 
with volunteer assistants. 
They can utilize the provided 
dental equipment or bring 
their own. Patients at the 
MOM are seen on a first-
come, first-served basis and 
are triaged based on their 
most critical needs. Adults 
and children are eligible 
for disease control and 
preventative procedures. 
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Dentists Doing Good

Submitted by 
Jeffrey M. Heinz DDS, MSD 

While I was slowly coming out of hibernation this spring, I was 
reminded of the wonderful position we are in as dentists to do good in 
our communities. This edition of “Dentists Doing Good” focuses on the 
Kent County Dental Society. 

The Kent County Dental Society board members helped organize a 
speaking event at Watermark Country Club in March, but it had to be 
cancelled one day prior to the event. Both the KCDS and the speaker 
were extremely disappointed that the event couldn’t happen. Even 
worse, they soon realized that a refund for the large food order was not 
a possibility so close to the event date.

However, some quick thinking by Dr. Sinacola, Kent County Dental 
Society President, and her clinic coordinator at Grand River Periodontics, 
Monica, helped turn lemons into lemonade. Monica happened to be 
friends with the head chef at God’s Kitchen, a local Catholic non-profit 

here in Grand Rapids. Monica and the team at Watermark arranged to 
have Watermark cook all the food, but keep it separated as ingredients 
that God’s Kitchen could use in their meals for a few days.

The photo above is a carload of 60 meals of steak, shrimp, strawberry 
salad, potatoes, asparagus, cheesecake, and truffle. From those 
ingredients, God’s Kitchen was able to make: 

  �Seafood gumbo;
  �Beef Bourgogne over parmesan polenta;
  �A salad of mixed greens with strawberries, walnuts, and blue cheese 

with a vinaigrette made from the strawberry pie filling;
  A mixed vegetable side from the potatoes and asparagus.

God’s Kitchen is a branch of Catholic Charities West Michigan. They 
serve our communities with programs ranging from adoption and foster 
care to family and pregnancy support services. For more information 
on their services, how to donate, or how to volunteer, please visit their 
website at www.ccwestmi.org. 

Bravo Grand River Periodontics, God’s Kitchen, Watermark, and the Kent 
County Dental Society Board. It is great to see you turn a potentially 
wasteful event into a charitable gift for those who are in need. Dentists 
doing good, no doubt !

Remember, if you or anyone you know of are doing good in our 
communities, please send information to DrHeinz@Heinzorthodontics.com  
so we can continue to show off how amazing our community is in our 
next issue !
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Seeking Associate Dentist in SE Grand 
Rapids – We are an incredible team-driven, 
patient focused dental practice looking for 
a great, outgoing, fast learning Associate 
Dentist to join us in becoming Grand Rapids’ 
premier oral health facility. At Precision 
Family Dental we value our team above 
all else and we are looking for a fabulous 
associate who is a team player, wants to 
take great care of their patients, and have 
some fun. We are looking for someone with a 
minimum 2 yrs experience or GPR/AEGD and 
who is excited about technology and learning, 
but open to all applicants. Looking for 
someone who is interested in finding a great 
home where they can grow their skills as they 
prepare to take over their own practice or 
become an owner in this one. This will be a 
3 to 4 days/week position with an occasional 
evening or Saturday to help support the 
needs of our community. If interested please 
respond with CV to Doctor@pfdgr.com.

The Holland Free Health Clinic is in  
need of volunteer health providers for  
our dental program. Our waiting list for 
services has grown substantially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic closure. We are in 
desperate need of volunteer dental hygienists. 
As you know, hygienists are essential because 
they evaluate patient dental concerns, provide 
prophylaxis, educate patients regarding their 
oral health, and take x-rays that providers  
use to evaluate clients. The services hygienists 
provide help us give more concise care to our 
clients. We also welcome all other licensed 
professionals interested in donating their 
time. Whether it is to provide extractions, 
restorations, prosthodontics, or to assist— 

your services are always needed. HFHC is 
committed to accommodating volunteers’ 
availability any day and time. This is a  
great way to serve the community and earn 
CE credits for professional license renewal.  
If you or any of your colleagues are  
interested, please visit our website  
(hfhclinic.org/volunteer) to submit a volunteer 
application today or contact the Dental 
Program Coordinator, Kaitlyn Meiste  
at 616.392.3601, ext. 206 or  
kmeiste@hfhclinic.org.

Southeast Grand Rapids – Long established 
general dental practice looking for a person 
to transition from associate to equal partner 
to owner. Excellent reputation and service in 
the community for more than 36 years. This 
7 operatory office is state-of-the-art and fully 
digital, including digital x-rays and Panorex. 
Highly trained, experienced staff who are very 
pleasant and wonderful to work with. Please 
submit your resumé to doc@drpeterzwier.com.

Baxter Dental Clinic – located within  
the Baxter Community Center, is looking  
for dentists to cover a 4-hour shift on an  
occasional Wednesday afternoon. It could be  
a once-a-month shift or one time per year  
opportunity to give back! We are closed June,  
July, and August. This is a volunteer position  
and we offer 2 hours of Continuing Education  
Credit for the 4-hour shift. Baxter Dental  
serves a community that is under/uninsured 
and your help would be providing our  
patients with basic dental care– exams, fillings 
and simple extractions. Please respond to 
twyla@baxtercommunitycenter.org if interested 
or if you’d like more information.

The classified ad rate is $10.00 up to and including 30 words; additional words 15¢ each. Space permitting, WMDDS members may place ads free  
of charge as a membership service. Ads should be submitted in writing and sent with payment to Elaine Fleming, WMDDS, 301 Waters Building, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Telephone numbers and hyphenations count as two words, abbreviations count as one word. Ads received after the first of 
the month prior to publication may appear in the following issue.

Knapp’s Corner Area Fully Built-Out 
Dental Suite Ready for Equipment – 
Modern high-tech, 2950 usable SF, main 
floor dental space; 1750 Grand Ridge Court 
Professional Building. All plumbing complete 
for three private ops, 3-4 modular spaces, 
sterilization, lab, business, team lounge and 
doctor office with shower. $250K value dental 
build-out is complete with newer carpet.
Plumbed for air, vacuum, nitrous, water, 
electric, Cat5, modular phones, HVAC, security 
system and overhead video. Heated building 
entrance walk, monument signage, ample 
parking. In-suite natural gas, water and heat 
included in rent, beautiful finishes and lots of 
natural lighting. Conveniently located off the 
East Beltline east of Meijer at Knapp’s Corner. 
Modified Gross lease $18.50/SF (300SF 
common space). Contact Jason Makowski at 
616.575.7034 or jasonm@naiwwm.com.

3-Midwest Tradition High Speed 
Handpieces for Sale – New, never used, still 
in original sealed boxes. Original price was 
$855.00. Looking for $550.00 a piece. Call or 
text Dr. Todd Gillan, 616.745.2752.

Dental Office Condominium for Sale –  
in Allendale, MI near Grand Rapids, located 
across from Grand Valley State University. 
1,500 SF, 5 operatories with a 6th plumbed 
and ready. Generous waiting room, reception- 
ist area, two private offices, private bathroom, 
kitchenette, etc. Don’t miss this opportunity! 
Listed for $249,900. Contact Rod Alderink  
at NAI Wisinski at 616-242-1104 or  
roda@naiwwm.com
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Southeast Dental Practice for Sale –
3-1/2 day private practice with month to 
month lease available. Amenable to slow 
transition or complete buy out. Flexible 
regarding transition time. Please respond to 
mhwdentist@gmail.com.

Big Rapids Dental Practice for Sale – 
Great practice in a growing community and 
a need for someone to take in new patients. 
Currently 5 ops, 1,000+ active patients, 
average collections approximately $550,000. 
Real Estate also available. Please contact  
Chris Webb at 616.446.7622 or  
chris.webb@klassolutions.com.

Mel Trotter Ministries Dental Clinic 
Seeking Humble, Compassionate Team 
Members – Do you have a heart for serving 
those who are experiencing homelessness? 
The Mel Trotter Ministries Dental Clinic is in 
need of humble, dedicated, Dentists, Dental 
Hygienists, and Dental Assistants who are 
looking to give back to the community. We 
have paid, volunteer, and per diem positions 
open. Our Dental Clinic has been providing 
low cost dental care for those experiencing 
homelessness and housed neighbors in the 
Heartside district of Grand Rapids for over 15 
years. Mel Trotter Ministries serves a large 
population of men, women, and children 
who are in need of quality dental care. We 
need humble faith driven team members to 
increase dental clinic services in our commu- 
nity. Help us create more smiles in our mission  
and community. This is the perfect position 
for even a retired dentist that wants to keep up  
their skills in the dental field for a few hours a  
week either as a paid or volunteer team member.  
We also offer the opportunity to earn CE hours 
as well as working with a fun loving team. 
For additional information on this rewarding 
opportunity, please contact our Clinic 
Coordinator; christinehowland@meltrotter.org. 
We look forward to serving with you!

Contract Dentist Needed for Miles of 
Smiles – Miles of Smiles is a 40-foot mobile 
dental unit that provides on-site, diagnostic, 
preventative, and restorative services for 
Medicaid-insured (Healthy Kids Dental) 
and financially qualifying uninsured Ottawa 
County residents. Miles of Smiles is a dental 
home for many Ottawa County residents, the 
majority of whom are children. Adults are 
provided dental services in collaboration with 
the Holland Free Health Clinic and Ottawa 
County’s Community Mental Health. The Miles 
of Smiles program is seeking a paid contract 
Dentist to provide their expertise and skills 
to support our community by collaborating 
with us 1 to 4 days per month. Days of the 
week vary; we are flexible and have the ability 
to accommodate current work schedules. 
Position location: Ottawa County schools, 
Head Start centers, and other locations for the 
dentally underserved in Ottawa County. Hours: 
Typical hours are 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM. The 
need will be during the weekdays, Monday-
Friday, but days are flexible to accommodate 
the dentist’s schedule and availability. Pay: 
$75.00/hour. Required Education: Possession 
of a Doctorate of Dental Surgery or Doctorate 
of Medical Dentistry degree. Experience: No 
specific type or amount is required. Interested 
candidates, please contact Andrea Whittaker 
at 616.494.5540 or awhittaker@miottawa.org.

Thriving Practice For Sale in SW GR – 
Revenue for past 3 years: $860,533 (including 
2020). Active patients: 1,845. Selling Price: 
$654,005. Call Chris Webb for more info at 
616.446.7622.

Grand Rapids Dental Office Seeking 
Maternity Coverage Early March 2023-
Late April 2023 – Family-oriented, single 
doctor practice in SE Grand Rapids (bordering 
Kentwood) seeking DDS coverage for hygiene 
exams and limited emergencies while on 
maternity leave. Daily-rate compensation. 

Would be a great opportunity for a retired 
dentist or somebody looking to pick up  
2-3 easy days. Please call, text, or email  
989-980-6539 / kmkemmer@gmail.com.  
Thank you so much, I look forward to hearing 
from you!

Dental Practice in SE Grand Rapids, 
MI – Looking for a personable, caring, and 
motivated dentist to take over for retiring 
dentist. Busy practice with high earning 
potential. Lower overhead practice allows 
us to offer above average compensation. 
Great, long standing team eager to help. 
Delta Premier provider would be ideal but 
we are interested in all candidates with at 
least 2 years of experience. Flexible schedule 
available. Position to start soon and could 
provide 1-4 days of work depending on what 
applicant desires. No weekends, 401k with 
matching, CE allowance and professional 
liability covered. Please send a message to 
mccoydds@gmail.com. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Northeast Grand Rapids – Space for 
lease in a modern, 10,000+ SF medical-
dental office building also home to a group 
dental practice and separate pediatric dental 
practice. 4,889 SF is available, with full 
basement storage and ample parking. Owners 
are willing to divide the space with a build-
out allowance to fit tenant needs. For serious 
inquiries, email c2summitllc@gmail.com

Ferris State University is Hiring a Clinic 
Dentist for Spring Semester 2023 – 
Thursdays from 1-9pm from January 12 thru 
April 27. Position Title: Adjunct Instructor 1–
Dentist; Location: Big Rapids (Main Campus); 
Department: 32406–Dental Hygiene; Salary 
commensurate with qualifications pursuant 
to the FSU and FNTFO/AFT Agreement. jobs.
ferris.edu  https://jobs.ferris.edu/en-us/
job/494975/adjunct-instructor-1-dentist
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Associate Dentist, Grand Rapids, West 
Suburb – Long standing, West Michigan, 
multiple doctor practice is looking for an 
associate dentist, with the opportunity for 
future buy-in, 3-4 days per week. Ideal 
candidate would have 2+ years of experience 
or AEGD/GPR. No nights or weekends. We 
have served our community for more than 35 
years. Our office and equipment have been 
recently updated. New A-dec chairs, Digital 
x-ray, CBCT, scanner and soft tissue lasers. 
We have an excellent and very stable staff.  
Competitive compensation with 401k+, CE 
allowance and professional liability covered. 
Contact Stephen Meade, DDS, at 616-895-7199 
or office@smileallendale.com.

Grand Rapids Dental Office For Lease –  
Former dental office space for lease at 2750 
Breton Road. Shared waiting room with 

Carpenter Family Dentistry. 906 sq ft,  
$19/sq ft/yr, $1,434.5/month. Contact Dale 
Rogers 616-446-1881 or dale@godale.com  
for information.

Seeking On-The-Job Training for Dental 
Assisting – I am a single, 30-year-old Lowe’s 
Fulfillment Associate with nearly a full decade 
of retail experience that has equipped me 
with the soft skills needed for dental assisting. 
I am seeking an opportunity for on-the-job 
training in general or pediatric dentistry or 
endodontics. Shadowing took place in both 
general and pediatric dentistry. My education 
is a Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude, in 
political science and history from Aquinas 
College in 2015. Resume and references 
available upon request.  
daniel.luckenbaugh@gmail.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Opening for a Part-Time or Full-Time 
Associate in West Michigan – Looking 
for an associate to help with our growing 
practice. We are flexible with the days 
available. We have an amazing team and are 
open to a partnership. To learn more please 
contact westernmichigandentist@gmail.com.

Retired Dentist has Equipment and 
Instruments for Sale –2011 Adec unit w/
Dental-eze chair; Mobile carts; Panoramic 
Corp PC-1000 Unit; Tuttnauer Steam 
Autoclave A-1730 MKV; GE X-Ray unit; 
Selection of Unitec stainless steel crowns; 
Lead apron and collar; Buffalo model trimmer; 
Air compressor/dryer; Operative instruments. 
Contact ddswmi@gmail.com for prices, info, 
and photos.

IN MEMORIAM
The West Michigan District Dental Society was saddened by the passing of our colleagues:

Dr. Gerald “Jerry” Deters
January 4, 2023

Dr. Roger Erbaugh
May 11, 2023

Those wishing to make a memorial donation to the West Michigan District Dental Society should contact  
Elaine Fleming at the WMDDS office at 616.916.8559, or checks may be sent made payable to: 

West Michigan District Dental Society  |  5355 Northland Drive NE, Suite C, Box 142  |  Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525
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HOW IT WORKS 
The Smileloc® is made from nitinol, which is a commonly used material in the medical industry. The unique “memory” 
characteristics of this alloy initiates reshaping of the Smileloc® when heat is applied. The Smileloc® is delivered in a 
“locked” position with its eight arms (four inner and four outer) ready for placement on the abutment for final seating of 
the restoration. When positioned with Smileloc® Seater, the four inner arms of the Smileloc® lock under the top of the 

abutment while the four outer arms lock the coping of the crown in place.

The Smilekey® is used to remove prostheses retained by the Smileloc® without occlusal holes or damaging the 
prostheses. The Smilekey® unlocks the Smileloc® by delivering energy (heat) for a preset time causing the Smileloc® 
to reach its designated activation temperature. Smilekey® is provided non-sterile and contains a rechargeable lithium 

battery.
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Bill Hodges 
VP of Business Development
(810) 620-0247
billh@rododigital.com

With the all-new Smileloc® by RODO, the world of implant dentistry has reached a new height. 
Utilizing a modern workflow, Smileloc® helps both patients and Dentists by delivering the

highest quality of treatment outcome with significantly reduced chair time and complications.
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What if IT wasn’t dreadful?
Imagine friendly conversations with human-like words and explanations. 

Imagine talking to someone who understands and cares about your needs. 

Imagine (take a deep breath) you actually liked your IT support team and 

they liked you. Imagine calling DDS Integration to make all this come true. 

Now, stop imagining and call!


