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Little has changed with removable partial dentures (RPDs) 

over the decades. Metal frames are still being used despite 

the fact that they are heavy, can damage remaining teeth, 

and may cause a metallic aftertaste. Ultaire™ AKP is an 

innovative, high-performance polymer that reduces the 

need for uncomfortable, unappealing metal RPDs. 

Innovation that makes patients smile

616.261.9191
CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE

With Ultaire™ AKP, you can offer patients a lightweight, 
comfortable, biocompatible alternative to metal.

Lightweight, taste-free & biocompatible

Strong enough to be tooth-supported

CAD/CAM milling for precise fits & minimal adjustments

May help minimize bone loss

Davis

A DENTAL SERVICES GROUP LAB
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President’s Message

By Lathe Miller, DDS 
WMDDS President

Get Involved!

My instructions to write an article for the Bulletin were to “write an 
article.” Subject matter? Whatever you want. Really? Ok, you sure?  
I had half a page written, then my wife reminded me that most of you 
don’t know me, and that sometimes my humor is not all that funny! So, 
I reconsidered and decided that I better write something “presidential” 
as the terms of this office dictate. A much harder task for me.

I figured that since I took every opportunity at my bully pulpit at  
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park lectures imploring you  
to do just one thing, I would continue my theme of asking you to  
GET INVOLVED !

I truly believe one of the greatest threats to our profession is the lack of 
involvement within the dental community. Our profession needs active 
members like you to get involved within organized dentistry to help us 
maintain our independence from outside influences trying to dictate 
the terms under which we practice. All you have to do is look at our 
medical colleagues to see what I mean. That is what happens when a 
profession fractionates and does not stand with a united voice. 

If you are reading this article you are probably already a member of our 
tripartite ADA/MDA/WMDDS organization. Good for you, step one done. 
There are many of our colleagues who are not members for one reason 
or another. Please go and talk with them and ask them to reconsider. 
We need every voice we can get. 

Speaking of voices, we definitely could use more when it comes to 
talking with our local and state politicians about issues affecting us. 
Multiple times a year we will send out notices regarding a breakfast 
or lunch set up by the MDA. This is a great way we can meet our 
representatives and discuss our ideas and concerns in a face-to-face 
informal setting. We had a great meeting this year at Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park at our annual Legislative Breakfast. We had 
ten politicians that listened to our concerns over mid-level providers. I 
believe we brought some new information to them that deepened their 
understanding of our position and they definitely enlightened us on 
why some of our local politicians voted the way they did. How could it 
have been better and what will continue to bring our representatives to 
such events? By having more of our members attending. Nothing makes 
this event stronger than great representation by our membership. 

For the last few years, the MDA has sent “Legislative Action Alerts” 
to our members to have them contact their local politicians on bills 
that were in the House or Senate up for a vote. The response rate was 
terrible. We cannot let such an easy opportunity to express ourselves go 
unused. This year the MDA has tried to simplify it further. They are now 
using text alerts to your mobile phone. Please sign up for the MDA’s 
Legislative Action Alerts by text this year. This is even more simple than 
the email version that it replaces. It’s easy – just text “MDA” to 52886.

If politics are not your thing, then there are multiple opportunities to 
work within our local organizations. Following are some immediate 
opportunities with their contacts:
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• Future Editor for the WMDDS Board
• Future Treasurer for the WMDDS Board
• Chair/co-chair for the Tooth Time Task Force
• West Michigan Dental Foundation needs Trustees
• Kent County Oral Health Coalition attendees
• WMDDS Delegate/Alternate to the MDA House of Delegates

For more information about any of these positions, contact Elaine 
Fleming at 616.234.5605 or efwmdds@aol.com. 

Remember, your involvement does not have to be some grand gesture 
or huge time commitment. Actually, nothing I have written about 
involves much time away from family or work. Every committee you are 
on, email you write, or nomination you make helps our organization 
and our profession.

Lastly, I want to say what an honor it is to be president of such a 
committed and active component of the MDA. Across the state, 
the WMDDS is a model for other components in volunteerism and 
participation. This reflects directly on you, our members. 

Thank you for your confidence in me.
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Opioids: Let’s Start Talking

Editor’s Thoughts

By Dr. Stephanie Rashewsky Jesin 
WMDDS Editor

The opioid statistics are staggering. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), opioid overdoses claim the lives of more 
than 115 Americans each day. In total, 63,632 fatalities were related to 
drug overdoses in 2016, with two-thirds of the deaths involving some 
form of opioid. The Michigan data [from the Department of Health and 
Human Services] is even more alarming:
• In 2016, nearly 1,700 of the 2,335 overdose deaths were opioid-

related. By comparison, there were 1,021 traffic-related fatalities  
in 2016.

• Over 11 million prescriptions for painkillers were written in Michigan 
in 2016, more than enough to provide every Michigan resident with 
his or her own bottle of narcotics.

 
Disturbingly, 75% of opioid abusers started by taking a prescription 
(Cicero et al., 2014). The odds of long-term opioid use increases most 
dramatically in the first days of therapy, particularly after three-to-
five days (Shah eta al. 2017). There is no denying our country is in an 
opioid crisis and it is impacting everyone – all genders, races, ages, and 
geographic areas. 

We, as dental professionals, have been part of this problem. As dentists, 
we often provide acute pain treatment for various dental procedures. 
Pain medication prescribed following oral surgery is often the first 
exposure many adolescents have to opioids, a particularly vulnerable 
population for opioid addiction. Dentists wrote 6.4% of all opioid 

prescriptions in the United States in 2012 (Gupta et al, 2018). In fact, a 
recent study found nearly 100 million prescribed painkillers go unused 
after wisdom tooth extractions (Maughan, 2016). The latest numbers 
from the NIH show one in eight high schoolers report using prescription 
opioid painkillers recreationally with the majority of these adolescents 
getting their pills from friends and family. The over-prescription of 
opioids has become an avenue for abuse and misuse, and now we are 
seeing the consequences of this opioid epidemic with the casualties 
being our patients, families, friends, community, and our country.

Recently, I attended a lecture by Dr. Omar Abubaker, an oral and 
maxillofacial surgeon, who knows about the opioid epidemic in 
our country both professionally and personally. His son died of an 
overdose in 2014. Dr. Abubaker suspects the path of addiction started 
after a surgeon prescribed his son opioids after a shoulder procedure. 
Dr. Abubaker’s words resonated with me. He told us that the opioid 
epidemic is worse than we think. Addiction is not what we think. Opioid 
analgesics are not as safe as we think. Dentists’ role in the epidemic is 
greater than we think. The dental pain is not as bad as we think. Non-
opioids analgesics are better than we think. The role of compassion in 
combatting addiction is more important that we think. Dr. Abubaker 
encouraged us to change our thinking. I encourage all of the West 
Michigan District Dental Society members to take Dr. Abubaker’s words 
to heart and to change our thinking about opioids, addiction, and pain 
management for our dental patients. 
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In December of 2017, Lt. Governor Brian Calley signed into law, a 
10-bill package of legislation aimed to curb Michigan’s persistent and 
increasing substance abuse and drug diversion problem. As dentists, 
please be aware of these new changes – because they will impact all 
of us. On June 1, 2018, some of these initiatives began taking effect, 
including:
• Requirement that prescribers provide Opioid Education using the 

state’s or similar “Start Talking Consent Form” when prescribing an 
opioid drug to a patient (and parent if patient is a minor). 

• A Michigan Automated Prescription System (MAPS) report must be 
obtained for all controlled substance prescriptions over three days.

For complete description of legislation, please see:  
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LARA_DHHS_Opioid_
Laws_FAQ_05-02-2018_622175_7.pdf

As prescribers of opioid pain medications, we have a key role to play in 
preventing the overuse, diversion, misuse, and abuse. We must educate 
our patients about the dangers and addictive potential of opioids. We 
need to consider opioid alternatives like NSAIDs, acetaminophen, and 
Exparel. If we prescribe opioids, it should be done cautiously and using 
the mantra, “start low and go slow.” It is time for a change. Let’s be 
part of the solution.
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MDHHS-5730 (4-18a) 1 

OPIOID START TALKING 
(MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE PATIENT’S MEDICAL RECORD) 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

Patient Name Date of Birth 

     

 

     

 

Name of Controlled Substance containing an Opioid 

     

 

Dosage Quantity Prescribed (For a minor, if signature is not the parent or guardian, the prescriber must limit the opioid to a single, 72 hour supply) 

     

 

     

 

Number of refills 

     

 

A controlled substance is a drug or other substance that the United States Drug Enforcement Administration has 
identified as having a potential for abuse. My provider shared the following: 

a. The risks of substance use disorder and overdose associated with the controlled substance containing an opioid. 

b. Individuals with mental illness and substance use disorders may have an increased risk of addiction to a controlled 
substance. (Required only for minors.) 

c. Mixing opioids with benzodiazepines, alcohol, muscle relaxers, or any other drug that may depress the central nervous 
system can cause serious health risks, including death or disability. (Required only for minors.) 

d. For a female who is pregnant or is of reproductive age, the heightened risk of short and long-term effects of opioids, 
including but not limited to neonatal abstinence syndrome. 

e. Any other information necessary for patients to use the drug safely and effectively as found in the patient counseling 
information section of the labeling for the controlled substance. 

f. Safe disposal of opioids has shown to reduce injury and death in family members. Proper disposal of expired, unused or 
unwanted controlled substances may be done through community take-back programs, local pharmacies, or local law 
enforcement agencies. Information on where to return your prescription drugs can be found at 
http://www.michigan.gov/deqdrugdisposal.  

g. It is a felony to illegally deliver, distribute or share a controlled substance without a prescription properly issued by a 
licensed health care prescriber. 

I acknowledge the potential benefits and risks of an opioid medication as described by my provider along with the 
responsibility of properly managing my medication as stated above. 

Signature of Prescriber (when prescribing to a minor) Date 

 

     

 

Signature of Patient, if a minor, patient’s parent/guardian Date 

 

     

 

Signature of Patient’s Representative or other authorized adult Date 

 

     

 

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian; Patient’s Representative or other authorized adult 

     

 

 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) does not 
discriminate against any individual or group because of race, religion, age, 
national origin, color, height, weight, marital status, genetic information, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, political beliefs or disability. 

AUTHORITY: PCA 246 of 2017, MCL 333.7303b and MCL 333.7303c 
COMPLETION: Required. 
PENALTY: Probation, limitation, denial, fine, suspension, revocation or 

permanent revocation. 
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New Dentist Forum Social Event
Please join us for a New Dentist Forum social event at Founders Brewing Company. 

This is a great time to mingle with other new dentists in the area and  
find out more about our upcoming events. Spouses and significant others are invited!

The Centennial Room at Founders Brewing Co
235 Grandville SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Thursday, August 31, 2018, from 6pm to 9pm

Complimentary Drinks and Heavy hors d’oeuvres

Please RSVP by August 22nd to Veronica Hamilton at:  
VeronicaRHamilton1@gmail.com
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Trustee Report

Highlights from the Board of 
Trustees Meeting

Policy
Executive Session and Minutes: The Board approved a resolution 
that more clearly defines its policy on executive session and how 
minutes are kept for both the Board and committees.

Peer Review/Dental Care and Ethics Manual: In 2017, the House 
approved a change to the Code of Ethics regarding unnecessary 
treatment and the Peer Review and Ethics Manuals were revised to be 
in compliance with the Code.

MDA conducts an internal review of all applicants for leadership 
positions and appointments/endorsements to outside organizations. 
The manuals were updated to include the process for the review, which 
consists of all peer review (both actions and compliance), state board 
actions and interpersonal communications with MDA staff, components 
and state committee.

In 2018, the House approved a resolution requiring members to self-
report felony convictions to the MDA Committee on Peer Review/Ethics 
within 30 days of the final felony conviction. The Ethics Manual was 
updated to comply with this policy.

Use of Outside Counsel: MDA’s current policy on use of outside 
counsel was revised to clarify that, dependent on the situation, there 
may be times when Board members, component and/or dental 
specialty groups may incur fees for the use of MDA’s outside counsel if 
they choose to make contact directly with the counsel.

Endorsement
Encrypted Email: The Board exclusively endorsed iCoreConnect for 
encrypted email, subject to a mutually acceptable agreement.

Legislative
Disallow Policy: The MDA received calls from member dentists 
regarding procedures being disallowed. A disallow policy is where a 
dental benefits company denies paying a claim, and also prohibits the 
provider from charging the patient. The Board approved policy that the 
MDA is opposed to dental benefits and insurance companies’ use of 
disallow policies.

Handheld Dental X-Rays: The Board approved policy in support of 
House Bill 5647 on the use of handheld x-rays. Requirements of the  
bill include:
• approved for human use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration;
• contain a backscatter shield that meets certain requirements;
• is certified by its manufacturer;
• properly stored when not in use;
• and users of the device must be properly registered with the state  

of Michigan. 

By Dr. Rhonda Hennessy
MDA Trustee
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Access to Care
Bridges out of Poverty Training: The MDA has moved to 
intentionally address diversity and inclusion. The Committee on  
Access to Care recommended that leadership participate in Bridges  
Out of Poverty training. The program addresses the challenges,  
cultural differences, and reasons behind them to help foster greater 
acceptance and improved communication. The Board agreed to host  
a leadership training session conducted by a certified “Bridges Out  
of Poverty” Trainer.

Governance
2018 House Actions: In addition to approving the actions of the 
2018 House of Delegates, the Board approved funding for the House-
recommended workgroup to investigate and clarify means to evaluate 
the selection of delegates/alternates to the ADA House. Speaker Christy 
will be appointing members to the workgroup.

Creating Excellence in Governance: Mr. Bill Pawlucy, CAE, 
Association Options, provided the boards of the MDA and MDAIFG, as 
well as representatives from the MDA Foundation, with an interactive 
presentation on governance. Topics included building effective board 
relationships and the characteristics of high-performing strategic 
boards. He also introduced the topic of core values.

Strategic Plan Update: Executive Director Karen Burgess provided an 
update on the MDA Strategic Plan goals and objectives. At the Board’s 

orientation in May, the Board conducted an exercise where each  
Board member came up with five topics the Board should address 
within the next two years. This list was grouped according to  
strategic plan goal for continued discussion. At this meeting, the  
Board reviewed and narrowed the list, and will vote via an online 
survey to establish priorities.

Size of 2019 ADA Delegation: The Board approved funding for 
a delegation of 18 delegates and eight alternate delegates for the 
2019 ADA House of Delegates meeting. The Board believes that the 
increase from six to eight alternate delegates is necessary to increase 
opportunity for leadership development.

Core Values: In follow-up to Mr. Pawlucy’s presentation, the Board 
reviewed its own Core Values and agreed that revisions would be 
appropriate. The Board developed a first draft at the meeting and will 
continue discussion between Board meetings in order to bring a final 
draft to the Board’s October meeting.

Administrative
Membership Update: Membership Director Angela Kanazeh gave 
an update on membership participation, with an overview of key 
recruitment and retention initiatives. She reported that the Strategic 
Promotional Incentive, a 50% dues reduction of active member dues 
geared toward targeted segments, has resulted in 51 new members 
with nine additional applicants pending. On the retention side, the 
MDA calling campaign was undertaken after the completion of the ADA 
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campaign. An outside company is used for calling; the list included 
about 300 nonrenews and 21 have renewed from this effort already. 
Overall, retention is on track with where the MDA was at in 2017 and 
outreach continues to retain these members.

Dental Schools: Ms. Kanazeh also gave an update on dental school 
outreach, reporting that during the 2017-18 school year, the MDA 
hosted a total of 13 Lunch and Learn sessions at the dental schools. In 
addition, the MDA and MDA IFG continue to support other dental school 
activities, including bagel breakfasts at both schools, the pre-dental 
camp and research day at University of Michigan, and the vendor fair at 
Detroit Mercy Dental.

LEAD Program: The MDA has been through two full cycles of the 
LEAD program with the current group in session now. Ms. Kanazeh 
provided with the Board with an overview of the LEAD program 
and the volunteer activities since completing the program. All LEAD 
graduates are currently involved with the MDA or one of its subsidiary 
organizations, and about 50% of the graduates served in the 2018  
MDA House of Delegates.

Public Education Campaign: Jim Pond, principal from the MDA’s 
advertising agency James and Matthew, and Jenny Armistead, MDA 
director of marketing and communications, provided an update on the 
MDA Public Education Campaign which included a campaign overview, 
campaign objectives, strategy and timeline, performance, interesting 
facts, budget analysis and key findings.

The objectives of the campaign are to:
1. Drive patient traffic for member dentists
2. Educate the importance of visiting an MDA dentist regularly
3. Position MDA as Michigan’s oral health authority
4. Educate the importance of making oral health care a priority

The presentation highlighted that:

People are spending more time searching for healthcare providers 
online. In 2016, media and campaign strategy shifted from offline media  
to online media. The current campaign is focused primarily on the first 
objective. Over 61,000 searches were performed in the 1 ½ years.

Performance is measured by key performance indicators such as amount 
of traffic to smilemichigan.com and engagement (Google analytics) as 
well as number of “Find a Dentist” searches performed. The current 
campaign is highly effective in targeting people who are actively 
searching for a dentist, as the “bounce rate” – people coming onto the 
Find a Dentist page and leaving without conducting a search – is low.

As budgets are increased, a larger share of the search market is 
captured. The MDA currently captures 16% of the online searches in 
Michigan, and reaching a higher percentage would require greater 
investment. It would also open opportunities to support the long 
term health of the MDA brand via traditional media. As budgets are 
decreased, traditional media could be removed from the mix in order  
to continue to meet the primary goal of driving patient traffic to 
member dentists.
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Subsidiary Reports
MDA Insurance and Financial Group (MDAIFG): MDAIFG provided 
the shareholder with a brief history of MDAIFG and its 2018 Annual 
Shareholder Report which included health, life and disability operations, 
property and casualty programs, services/gloves and supplies, revenue 
generated, dividends, royalties and sponsorships.

MDA Dental PAC: Dr. Clayton Shunk, a member of the PAC Board 
of Governors, reported that the annual PAC fundraiser during Annual 
Session raised $28,000 – a new record. Of the candidates running for 
election in the Michigan State Legislature in 2016, the MDA financially 
supported 95% of the winning candidates in the races the MDA was 
involved in. 2018 will be a big year with the House, Senate, and 
statewide offices all up for election or re-election.

MDA Foundation: Dr. Norman Palm, president, gave an update on 
2017 activities. He reported positive trends in fundraising and said 
that the Foundation provided $156,660 in total matching, grant and 
scholarship support and $26,000 in scholarships to 22 dental hygiene 
and assisting students representing nine schools. He noted that in 2018, 
the MDA Foundation Board is focusing on increased fundraising with 
new activities, including personalized donor outreach and higher levels 
of fundraising, a planned giving committee and a strategic plan review.
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2018 Mission of Mercy

I’ll Miss Our MOM! 

By Dr. Leonard Bartoszewicz
Local Lead, 2018 Mission of Mercy

After almost two years of planning, several site visits, numerous 
meetings and too many e-mails to count, the Grand Rapids Mission of 
Mercy (MOM) project is complete. By all accounts our MOM was a big 
success ! Thanks to the many, many, many volunteers – nearly 1,300 
overall – dentists, hygienists, assistants, dental office personnel, lab 
techs, and general volunteers, many without any dental experience, 
came together to help people in need here in West Michigan. Under 
the direction of Co-Chairs Dr. Steven Harris (from Farmington Hills) 
and Dr. Connie VerHagen (from Muskegon), the Track and Tennis 
Building at Calvin College was transformed into a 120-chair dental 
clinic on May 31. Then on Friday and Saturday, June 1st and 2nd, over 
900 patients (some of whom lined up outside of the building Thursday 
evening) received over 6,000 dental procedures, which equaled close 
to $900,000 worth of dental care. With slightly fewer patients than 
expected, most patients seen that weekend were able to have entire 
treatment plans completed. One woman (who happens to be a patient 
in my own office) not only had her teeth cleaned, she also had six 
fillings and two extractions. To finish up her care, she had a new upper 
acrylic partial made as well. She left Calvin College smiling and grateful 
to all who helped her out during the two-day event.

The Mission of Mercy is a collaborative effort from the Michigan Dental 
Association and the Michigan Dental Association Foundation. This is the 
fourth Mission of Mercy held in Michigan, with Saginaw, Big Rapids, 
and Macomb County serving as host sites for the previous three MOMs. 
Funds were raised, thanks to Drs. Reggie VanderVeen, Chuck Caldwell 
and Tim Gietzen – and donations, both monetary and of the in-kind 

variety, helped make an event of this scope and size happen. Oh yes – 
the 1,300 volunteers (coming from all around the state and even from 
Indiana and Wisconsin) were essential too! Because of the combined 
effort of so many volunteers, people who live in and around Grand 
Rapids and who don’t normally see a dentist were able to receive  
dental care, free of charge. On Friday and Saturday of the event, 
patients received cleanings, fillings, extractions, flippers, acrylic partial 
dentures, nutritional and oral health education as well as root canals 
and Cerec crowns. Not only did this help patients improve their oral  
and overall health, in some instances it changed their lives. For 
example, we treated a Grand Rapids woman named Deborah Diaz at 
the Mission of Mercy. Deborah has been on dialysis for nine years and 
needed a kidney transplant. She was not previously eligible for the 
transplant because she couldn’t afford the extensive dental treatment 
she required to be a transplant candidate. After receiving the dental 
care she needed at the Mission of Mercy, Deborah is now eligible to 
be put on the transplant list. Her story was seen by people all over the 
area as local TV station WZZM channel 13 aired Deborah’s story that 
weekend here in Grand Rapids.

Dentists and volunteers locally played a major role in making the MOM 
project successful. Dr. Scott Hodges of Grand Rapids, served as Dental 
Clinic Chair. Dr. Hodges, no stranger in doing dental mission work, 
was invaluable in his role as “floor general” at the MOM project and 
kept the clinic running like clockwork. He ensured as many people as 
possible received dental work and had their most urgent problems 
treated. Dr. Margaret Gingrich (who ran the Big Rapids MOM project a 
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2018 Mission of Mercy

few years ago) served as the Assistant Dental Chair and was a wealth of 
knowledge with her experience.

The following people from West Michigan served as department Leads 
and were essential in making our MOM one of the best ever:
• Public Health Lead – Dr. Colette Smiley
• Equipment and Donated Services Leads – Dr. Kathleen Eisin and 

her husband Dr. Geoff Robert
• Food/Hospitality Lead – Elaine Fleming, WMDDS Executive 

Secretary
• Patient Registration Leads – Deb McCarty and Laurie DeBoer
• Patient Education Leads – Eve Sidney, RDH and Christine 

Dobberstein, RDH
• Routing Leads – Dr. Steve Hall and Dr. Aaron Clark
• Endodontic Leads – Dr. Paul Korte and Dr. Brian Licari
• Restorative Leads – Dr. David Hosking and Dr. Chris Smiley
• Facility Set Up and Tear Down – Dr. Mike Cerminaro

Without their help, a project of this magnitude could never happen.  
The Salvation Army showed up in force to assist patients waiting in line. 
And to all of you I haven’t mentioned, and to the hundreds of other 
volunteers from the area who gave their time and talents during the 
weekend, I offer up a big thank you! 

It was a long time in the works. The meetings and the planning and the 
efforts of those who wanted to bring the MOM to Grand Rapids, finally 
saw the fruits of their labor become a reality. We helped a great many 

people in a short time frame. Granted, we did not solve the access to 
care issue in Grand Rapids in a single weekend, but we made sure that 
many people with dental needs were taken care of as best we could. 
Who knows if or when the MOM will come back to Grand Rapids, but if 
we are fortunate enough to host the Mission of Mercy again, I’m certain 
we will welcome MOM back with open arms and caring hearts.
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Low Cost Oral Health Access Points 
This resource, Low Cost Oral Health Access Points, compiled by the Kent County Oral Health 
Coalition, is provided to community members looking to access lower cost dental treatment 
options. WMDDS members, please copy the insert for your practice needs and share.

Kent County Oral Health Coalition News

LMCU West MI Dental Summer Zac ad2.pdf   1   4/13/18   8:51 AM
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You’re equipped 
to handle dental 

emergencies

But do you know  
if you’re getting  

the best discounts  
on home and auto insurance?

WE DO>

Find out what thousands  
of Michigan dentists  

already know.  
Get all your insurance  

from the most trusted and  
knowledgeable source.

mdaprograms.com
_______

800.860.2272

REQUEST AQUOTE HOME & AUTO  INSURANCE800.860.2272

057_G_WMDDS_FP_ Home & Auto ad.indd   1 4/12/2017   2:03:43 PM
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2018 Mission of Mercy
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2018 WMDF Golf Outing

WMDF News

The West Michigan Dental Foundation held its annual golf outing on 
Friday June 22, 2018 at The Meadows Golf Club on the campus of Grand 
Valley State University. The weather cooperated and everyone enjoyed 
the outing. 

On behalf of the golf outing committee, I would like to thank everyone 
who supported, participated and volunteered at the outing. The outing 
raised over $22,000. These funds will be used to provide scholarships to 
dental, dental assisting and dental hygiene students and grants for our 
Community Grant program.

I would like to thank Grand River Bank 
for returning this year at the $5,000 Main 
Event Sponsor. Grand River Bank is widely 
connected with the dental community 
and continues to look forward to building 
new relationships with dentists in West 
Michigan. We appreciate their generosity 
and excitement in sponsoring our event. 

We had four additional sponsors who generously donated over $2,000:
Dr. Eric Hannapel – Hannapel Orthodontics, donated $2,500 to  
    sponsor the lunch following the outing.
Dr. James Papp – Great Lakes Periodontics & Implant Dentistry,  
    donated $2,500 for 2 RTIC Koozie can holders for every golfer.
Bredeweg & Zylstra LLC, donated $2,300 as the beverage cart sponsor.
Dr. Gary Scott – Caledonia Family Dentistry, donated $2,000 to  
    sponsor raffle prizes.

$1,000 Eagle Sponsors:
Armbrecht & Wierenga Orthodontics
Davis Dental Laboratory – Bloody Mary Bar sponsor
Grand River Endodontics – Dr. Sarah Masterson
Henry Schein Dental
Mac Dental Lab
Meade and Zolman Family Dentistry
Medema Endodontics
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Associates of Western Michigan (OMSA)
Oral Surgery Associates
Patterson Dental 
Peak Practice Transitions
Powell Orthodontics – Dr. Mark Powell & Dr. Breanna Powell Chew
West Michigan Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

$500 Birdie Sponsors:
DDS Integration
Forest Hills Endodontics – Dr. Amru Alberuiti
Grandville Dental Health Center – Dr. Larissa Bishop and  
    Dr. Rebecca Vander Baan
Growing Smiles Pediatric Dentistry – Dr. Meggan McCone
Herremans Orthodontics - Dr. Thomas Herremans
Dr. Bruce Jackson
Knapp Orthodontics – Dr. Kevin Knapp
MDA Insurance – MDA Services
Miller Orthodontics – Dr. Lathe Miller
Dr. Thomas Nykamp
Partners in Dental Care
Professional Consulting & Accounting Group
United Bank
Valleau, VanDeven & Massie Pediatric Dentistry

Brent Medema, DDS 
Chairperson, 2018 WMDF Golf Outing Committee
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WMDF News

$250 Major Patron Sponsors:
Dr. Leonard Bartoszewicz
Dr. Brian Cilla

Again, we would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support.  

Outing Results
Winning foursome – Gary Scott, Mark Postma, Michael Buist and  
    Rick De Ruiter
Closest to the Pin #7 – Austin Goodyke
Closest to the Pin #13 – Chris McCone
Closest to the Pin #17 – Stuart Pettijohn
Longest drive – Eric Langellier and Tina Croley

As special thanks to the many volunteers who ran on course contests, 
drove the beverage carts, took photos or foursomes, sold raffle tickets 
and helped with registration.  We couldn't have done it without you!

West Michigan Dental Foundation 
Golf Outing Committee
Dr. Brett Medema, chair
Dr. Jon Hekman
Dr. Steve Mancewicz
Dr. John Mc Mahon
Dr. Mike Palaszek
Scott Ptak
Dr. Gary Scott
Nicholas Vander Veen, JD
Dr. Shaun Williams
Dr. Ryan Zolman
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2018 WMDF Tuition Grant Recipients

ALLISON CARRON 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
DENTAL HYGIENE
Allison is a motivated dental hygiene student 
with a fantastic academic record and impressive 

resumé. After completion of her Bachelors in Dental Hygiene, she 
hopes to earn her Master’s degree in hopes of teaching future dental 
hygienists as a dental faculty member. When Allison is not in the 
classroom or clinic, you can likely find her in the dance studio. Allison 
is an avid ballet dancer and ballet teacher. The WMDF is proud to have 
been able to financially assist Allison with her tuition. We look forward 
to having Allison in West Michigan as a dental educator ! 

AARON DALMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Aaron is a Grand Haven native who impressed 
the WMDF tuition grant committee with his 

passion for helping others. Aaron’s desire to become a great dentist 
is evidenced by the way he cares for his patients and the way he talks 
about his future aspirations to serve others. In addition to dentistry, 
Aaron enjoys a variety of outdoor activities – the most interesting 
being his hobby of underwater freediving. After graduating, he hopes to 
return to Grand Haven to practice dentistry and perhaps soak up some 
time freediving in the big lake! We look forward to seeing what Aaron 
accomplishes in his career.

AUSTIN GOODYKE 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Austin is a Grandville native with an impressive 
academic record, and even more impressive list 

of accomplishments. He played varsity baseball at Hope College for four 
years, helped launch a non-profit organization supporting orphanages 
in Mexico, established a service trip to Guatemala for dental students, 
and started a Global Oral Health Student Organization to assist students 
in pursuing passions of serving the underserved both locally and 

RILEY JENSEN  
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DENTAL ASSISTING
Riley, a Rockford native, is a motivated dental 
assisting student with a fantastic academic 

record and impressive resumé. She has a clear passion for the dental 
profession and helping others through service. Riley graduated this past 
June. She plans to remain in the area where she can work as a dental 
assistant and eventually go back to school to become a hygienist. When 
she is not studying or preparing to take her board exam, she enjoys 
being artistic and spending time with her family and furry little friends. 
The WMDF is thrilled to help Riley cover a portion of the cost of her 
education, and we look forward to having a dental assistant with her 
talent practicing in West Michigan.

JAYNE KESSEL 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Jayne, a Grand Rapids native, is an exceptional 
dental student currently finishing her second 

year at the University of Michigan. She earned her Bachelors of Science 
in chemistry and Spanish from Hope College. What is even more 
impressive than her academic record is her commitment and passion 
when it comes to patient care. Jayne is actively involved in community 
volunteer events such as Give Kids a Smile. When not seeing patients 
or studying, Jayne enjoys participating in rec league volleyball and 
Michigan intramural sports teams. After completing her studies, she 
plans to move back to West Michigan. The WMDF looks forward to 
Jayne joining our dental community, and is proud to assist her with the 
cost of her education. 

Each year, the West Michigan Dental Foundation awards tuition grants to qualified dental assisting, dental hygiene and dental school students who 
are found deserving of assistance. Candidates are screened and interviewed by WMDF tuition grant committee members and then voted on by the 
foundation board members. This year’s award winners were a pleasure to get to know and are very worthy of their tuition grants. A short biography 
of each grant recipient follows:

abroad. Austin’s letters of recommendation praised his character and 
his strong work ethic. In addition to the scholarship from the WMDF, 
Austin was selected to receive additional grant money from the Dr. 
Robert Mitus Education Fund – a separate fund the foundation has set 
aside to be awarded to deserving students. Congratulations, Austin!
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MARRIELLE MAY  
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Marrielle May has taken her Sparta High School 
degree to the University of Michigan where she 

earned a degree in Movement Sciences. Marri has been able to translate 
that background into soaring success in dental school. During her 
doctoral training, Marri has impressed her professors with her intellect, 
drive, and skills to present the best care and counsel possible. Marri’s 
historical and current involvement in a diverse array of organizations 
and research projects is clearly focused and beneficial to many. It is 
quite possible that Marri will pursue advanced degree work beyond 
her present doctoral challenges to marry her passions for improving 
the lives of genetically challenged individuals and dentistry. Returning 
to West Michigan, following the accomplishment of her university 
programs, many communities will be thankful that she chose dentistry 
to channel her remarkable abilities and compassion.

HANNAH NELSON 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Hannah Nelson, a Grand Rapids native, 
received her B.S. in Nutrition Science from 

Andrews University. She is currently a second-year dental student 
at the University of Michigan School of Dentistry. She has a passion 
for volunteering at dental clinics such as Mission of Mercy and plans 
to continue doing so in the future as a general dentist. When she is 
not seeing patients or studying, she enjoys camping and spending 
time with her husband, family and friends. The WMDF is honored to 
help Hannah cover a portion of the cost of her education and we look 
forward to having someone of her caliber practicing in West Michigan!

BRANDI O’BRIEN 
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DENTAL ASSISTING
Brandi hails from the cozy community of Sand 
Lake, Michigan. She is currently completing 

her education at Grand Rapids Community College with an A.A.A.S. in 
Dental Assisting. Brandi is one of the hardest working students in the 
program, and continually demonstrates an ambition that is hard to 
match. Her desire to become a fully-credentialed assistant is evidenced 
by her resilience and the way she navigates any situation that comes 
her way. Brandi hopes to learn all she can as an assistant, and would 
love to continue her education in pursuit of becoming a dentist. In 
addition to dentistry, Brandi thoroughly enjoys music and attending 
local concerts. She hopes to find a dental home in the area upon 
graduation. We look forward to seeing what Brandi accomplishes in  
the years to come.

RAPHAELA SALAS  
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DENTAL ASSISTING
Raphaela is in the process of finishing her A.A.A.S  
in Dental Assisting at Grand Rapids Community 

College. Fella, as she likes to be called, is a determined dental assisting 
student. Not only has she devoted herself to the rigorous and demanding 
schedule of the program at GRCC, she is also the single mom of a 
9-year old. She is propelled to succeed, not just for herself, but for her 
daughter as well. When Fella is not busy with school work, interning 
at local dental offices, or working, you can rest assured she is spending 
quality time taking care of her number one fan. The WMDF is proud 
to have been able to financially assist Fella with her tuition. We look 
forward to having Fella in West Michigan as a dynamic dental assistant.

AUSTIN STEBBINS 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Austin is a Jenison native who is passionate 
about serving the underserved. He received his 

Bachelors in biomedical sciences from Grand Valley State University 
and is currently in his third year of dental school at the University of 
Detroit Mercy. Austin is actively involved in the community by doing 
community clean up events with Alpha Omega, and volunteering at 
health events with Detroit Mercy Outreach. After graduating, Austin 
would like to return to practice in West Michigan to continue giving 
back to his community, and regularly serve on dental mission trips. The 
WMDF is honored to assist Austin with his dental school costs and looks 
forward to him rejoining the West Michigan dental community.

DERRICK WALKER 
MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
Derrick Walker is a graduate of Hudsonville 
High School who entered Alma College to take 

advantage of its well-rounded liberal arts foundation to supplement his 
physical sciences acumen. Derrick enrolled in a challenging Biomedical 
Sciences Masters program at Midwestern University near Chicago and 
before its completion was accepted into the school’s DMD program. 
While delivering successfully on the didactic and clinical demands of his 
doctoral program, Derrick shows an incredible ability to meaningfully 
contribute to a vast array of extracurricular activities and groups. Derrick 
has articulated a thoughtful and ambitious roadmap of his personal 
and professional goals before and after receiving his DMD that include 
getting married and returning to West Michigan. We eagerly anticipate 
his energetic return into our communities.
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IN MEMORIAM 
The West Michigan District Dental Society was saddened by the passing of our colleagues:

Dr. Arthur Gingrich 
May 5, 2018

Dr. Richard Grover 
May 22, 2018

Those wishing to make a memorial donation to the West Michigan Dental Foundation in their memory should contact 
Elaine Fleming at the WMDDS office at 616.234.5605, or checks may be sent made payable to: 

West Michigan Dental Foundation  |  161 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 301  |  Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
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Registration forms will be mailed 2 months prior to each course and  
will also be available online at www.wmdds.org. 

2018-19 WMDDS Continuing Education Programs

F R I DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8

INTEGRATIVE DENTAL MEDICINE…DENTISTRY’S NEXT FRONTIER
Presented by Dr. DeWitt C. Wilkerson, DMD

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park | CE Credits: 7 | 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM
For information, call Elaine Fleming at 616.234.5605 or email at efwmdds@aol.com

F R I DAY,  N O V E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 1 8

PAEDIATRIC DENTISTRY FOR THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER 
KEEP YOUR KIDS IN YOUR PRACTICE

Presented by Dr. Carla Cohn

Watermark Country Club | CE Credits: 4 | 8:00 AM — 12:00 Noon
For information, call Elaine Fleming at 616.234.5605 or email at efwmdds@aol.com

F R I DAY,  J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 9

TREATMENT PLANNING THE WORN DENTITION
Presented by Dr. John C. Cranham, D.D.S. 

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park | CE Credits: 7 | 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM
For information, call Elaine Fleming at 616.234.5605 or email at efwmdds@aol.com

F R I DAY,  M A R C H  8 ,  2 0 1 9

WHY TREATMENT PLANS FAIL
SECRETS OF CREATING A TEAM CULTURE OF SUCCESS FOR BETTER PATIENT RESULTS 

Presented by Steven J. Anderson

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park | CE Credits: 7 | 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM
For information, call Elaine Fleming at 616.234.5605 or email at efwmdds@aol.com
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The 28th Annual New Dentist 
Forum Golf Outing

The West Michigan New Dentist Forum
invites you to join the fun in supporting the 

Dr. Robert Mitus Scholarship Fund

Four Person Scramble Format  |  9 am Shotgun Start 
Registration & Range open at 8 am

Friday, September 21, 2018  |  Quail Ridge Golf Club
8375 - 36th Street SE  |  Ada, Michigan 49301

 
$100 per player – includes 18 holes of golf, beverages on the course,  

bloody mary bar, and raffle immediately after golf.

Great Contests and Raffle Prizes!

All proceeds benefit the Dr. Robert Mitus Scholarship Fund at the  
West Michigan District Dental Foundation

Golf: $100 per player  |  Hole Sponsor: $200  |  Raffle Tickets: 5 for $20
4 PERSON SCRAMBLE – Enter as an Individual or as a Team

Please make checks payable to “West Michigan District Dental Society”

Send correspondence and/or questions to:  
Matt Lieto, 255 Washington Street SE, Suite 4, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Call 616-451-2336  |  Email: LietoDMD@gmail.com

Player 1 __________________________________

Player 2 __________________________________

Player 3 __________________________________

Player 4 __________________________________

Thank you for supporting West Michigan Dentistry and the  
Dr. Robert Mitus Scholarship Fund  |  Entry deadline: September 14th
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West Michigan New Dentist Forum  
Golf Outing Supporting the  

Dr. Robert Mitus Scholarship Fund

Quail Ridge Golf Club
Friday, September 21, 2018  |  8am Registration, 9am Shotgun

Dear Friends of West Michigan Dentistry:

We invite you to join us for the 28th annual West Michigan New Dentist Golf Outing on Friday, September 
21st, 2018 at Quail Ridge Golf Club in Ada, Michigan. This perennial event is an opportunity for your 
business to support the future of dentistry in West Michigan, and socialize with new, and some not so 
new, dentists in our area. All proceeds benefit the Dr. Robert Mitus Scholarship Fund at the West Michigan  
Dental Foundation. Thanks to your past support, we have reached our endowment goal and have improved 
the scholarship funding to aid the next generation of dentists, hygienists, and assistants in West Michigan 
– they are the future of our profession!

We attempt to keep the participation fee at a level where more people can join us and, of course, need 
your support to offset the cost of the outing and to make it a fun-filled day for everyone. Any donations 
and/or prizes are greatly appreciated and duly recognized. Sponsorship at any level will allow your 
company the opportunity to be on the course at a hole to meet all of the golfers as they play their round – 
please let us know ahead of time if you wish to have representation on the course. If you have any other 
sponsorship ideas or questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Sponsorship Levels:
 Grand Prize Sponsor – $1000
 Hole in One Sponsor – $500
 Beverage Cart Sponsor – $500
 Breakfast/Bloody Mary Bar Sponsor – $500
 Lunch Sponsor – $500
 New Dentist Foursome Sponsor (two available) – $400
 Hole Sponsorship – $200

Sponsors will be in print and announced at the golf outing, as well as in the West Michigan District 
Dental Society Bulletin. Enclosed is an entry form for the outing – Join us for a fun day of golfing and 
camaraderie! If you have any questions, please contact me at 616-451-2336. Checks should be made  
out to WMDDS.

Please send correspondence to:
 The New Dentist Forum
 c/o Matthew Lieto
 255 Washington St. SE, Suite 4
 Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Thank you for your support!
Matthew Lieto, DMD
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Classified Ads

For Sale – Family practice in Grand Rapids 
NE that is part time with great potential, 
located in an excellent high- visibility location.  
There is 2050 sq.ft. with 5 ops and a 6th op is 
plumbed in. Opportunity for more footage if 
desired. Call 616.485.4884 for details.

Dental Equipment for Sale – After merging 
my two offices – I have four rooms full of 
dental equipment for sale. Everything is 
in excellent shape and working conditions 
(no junk). All equipment is still installed 
and can be tested before you buy it. Dental 
chairs, delivery units, lights, x-rays, cabinets, 
panoramic, Dent-X 9000 zoom, compressor, 
separate air dryer unit, suction, lab equipment 
and much more. Just ask and there is a chance 
I have it. Please email your questions to  
hanyb@juno.com. 

Opening for a Part-Time Dental 
Associate – in Grand Rapids, MI. Looking 
for an associate two to three days a week for 
our beautiful general dentistry office. Well 
established practice with a large patient 
base and high earning potential. Excellent 
working environment, high-tech equipment, 
wonderful staff and fee-for-service! This is the 
perfect opportunity for an established dentist 
looking to add an extra day to their schedule 
or a dentist just interested in a part-time 
schedule. If interested please contact Hilary 
Tien: Hilary@proveerpm.com or 616.309.4567.

Seeking Practice Purchase Opportunity 
– in West Michigan region. GPR training and 
three years solo private practice experience. 
Commitment to community, putting  
patients’ needs first, attention to detail, and 
practicing emphatic dentistry. Would prefer to 
work alongside current owner for mentorship 

and to ensure the continuity of the office and 
practice culture, open to other options as well. 
Please contact me at grapdds@gmail.com.

Associate Dentist Needed for Grand 
Rapids Office – A busy, growing private 
practice near downtown Grand Rapids is 
seeking an associate for two days per week. 
The surging growth in downtown will 
immediately provide enough new patient 
flow to allow the position to eventually grow 
into full time if desired. The practice is well 
established with a large patient base, up-to-
date technology, and a wonderful staff. High 
earning potential and a guaranteed daily 
minimum salary. If interested please contact 
downtowngrdentist@gmail.com.

Storage Space for Lease – 400 SF of secure 
storage space available for lease in the lower 
level of 1151 East Paris Ave S.E, Grand Rapids.  
$6.50/SF. 24/7 access. EPS security system.  
Contact Dr Sam Bander at 616.450.5665.

Family Practice For Sale – SE Grand Rapids. 
Three operatories in a 1200 sq. ft. suite. There 
are 850 active patients. Asking $150,000. 
Please contact cedarmountain50@gmail.com.

Female Associate Desired – This is a 
unique opportunity to join an all female 
practice that is patient-centered, and driven 
by a highly qualified team of professionals. 
This growing practice in Grand Rapids is 
looking for an associate interested in an 
ownership position. We understand the 
balance between owning a practice and 
balancing family. If you want to speak 
further about this opportunity to fulfill your 
ownership potential, please contact us: 
rxnita@gmail.com 

The classified ad rate is $10.00 up to and including 30 words; additional words 15¢ each. Space permitting, WMDDS members may place ads free  
of charge as a membership service. Ads should be submitted in writing and sent with payment to Elaine Fleming, WMDDS, 301 Waters Building, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Telephone numbers and hyphenations count as two words, abbreviations count as one word. Ads received after the first of 
the month prior to publication may appear in the following issue.

Grand Rapids Northwest Side Dental 
Office Space for Lease – Approximately 
1030 square feet with three treatment rooms, 
lab, front desk and furnished reception room. 
Two of the rooms are equipped with dental 
chairs, x-ray heads, handpieces, curing light, 
instruments and intraoral camera. The third 
room could easily be plumbed for another 
treatment operatory. Although some of the 
equipment is dated, this could be an ideal 
opportunity for a specialist, satellite office, or  
a recent graduate who wants to start a practice  
without taking on a lot of financial burden.  
Please contact me at drdon2015@aol.com

Wayland, Michigan (Located just south 
of Grand Rapids) – Seeking general dentist 
in an established, high quality, fee for 
service dental practice. This is an exceptional 
opportunity to move into Partnership. Must 
be committed to providing optimal patient 
care with exceptional technical skills, strong 
people skills and a passion for excellence.  
This practice has a dynamic, experienced team 
and a strong emphasis on CE and professional 
growth. Please send a letter outlining your 
future objectives and your CV to: 

The Sletten Group, Inc. 
Office: 303-699-0990 
Fax: 303-699-4863 
Email: pam@lifetransitions.com

General Practice in Southeast Grand 
Rapids Looking to Expand its Specialty 
Services – We are seeking a pediatric dentist, 
a periodontist, and an orthodontist to join 
our cutting edge practice. As West Michigan’s 
premier office candidates must have a passion 
for providing the highest quality care and 
enhancing the patient experience through 
excellent service. If you are looking to practice 
without all of the hassles of ownership, 
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Classified Ads

this could be the opportunity you’ve been 
dreaming of ! Experience the freedom and 
flexibility to practice as you want, choosing 
which days you want to work, and not having 
to worry about the day to day business issues 
– just practice dentistry ! All of this plus a 
competitive compensation package with  
sign-on bonus and the potential to co-own if 
that is of interest in the future. If you would 
like to learn more please contact me at: 
grtoothdr@gmail.com.

For Sale: Low Overhead Practice with 
Growth Potential – $318k profit on 
collections of $606k. Small community ten 
minutes from Lake Michigan. Five Operatories, 
Digital Pan, Softdent. Owner can stay for transi- 
tion if desired. Email: inquisitive0114@gmail.com

Are you looking for a great location to 
host your next event? Partners in Dental 
Care has conference room space available! 
The room seats 32 comfortably without the 

need for rental chairs or tables. The space 
is tech-savvy with projector, screen and 
wi-fi capability. Evening availability as well 
as weekends (including Friday). Interested 
parties, please contact Carol at 616.942.3343.

For Sale – General restorative practice in 
Southeast Grand Rapids. Fee for service. Open 
3-4 days per week. Most specialty services 
referred out. Strong dental hygiene recall 
system. Three operatories and a 4th available. 
Owner looking to retire. Please contact 
UMdr54@gmail.com.

Seeking Associate Dentist in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan – Well established 
general practice with very few cases referred 
out. Flexible with days and hours. Perfect 
opportunity for a dentist looking to pick up 
hours or a new grad looking for an office with 
growth potential. Email proveerpm@gmail.com  
for questions, please include resume/cv if 
interested.

Looking for a Dentist – To provide general 
dentistry services for our veterans at the 
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans one day 
per week (Wednesdays) at a per diem rate 
of $600. This is a the Grand Rapids Home for 
Veterans is long term care facility with an 
in-house dental clinic. The best part about 
this position is that it offers great flexibility 
in terms of scheduling both in terms of the 
days and hours worked. In addition, changes 
to the schedule can be easily accomplished 
from week to week as well.  Interested parties 
should contact 616.502.0069 or evmail 
mvgobears@yahoo.com.

Ottawa County Department of Public 
Health-Miles of Smiles – is seeking a 
contractual dentist 2-3 days per MONTH to 
work on our 40 foot dental mobile unit. This 
is a paid contractual position. Please email 
resume to dbassett@miottawa.org or call if 
you have any questions: 616-494-5540. Check 
out our website @ www.miottawa.org/dental.

Keeping the game fair...

...so you’re not fair game.

The fast-changing practice of dentistry  

is getting hit from all angles.

Choose a specialized protection plan designed 

to help you cover your unique Michigan risks.

You get game-changing coverage made easy.

Professional Liability Insurance & Risk Resource Services 

ProAssurance Group is rated A+ (Superior) by A.M. Best. 

800.625.7814  •  ProAssuranceDentistCare.com
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ADVERTISER’S INDEX
The Bulletin wishes to thank our valued advertisers who support 
organized dentistry by helping to defray the cost of printing  
and mailing.

Advertising in the Bulletin is seen by over 90% of the dentists 
in the West Michigan District. This includes five of the fastest 
growing counties in the state: Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, Montcalm  
and Mecosta.

For information on advertising rates, call Elaine Fleming, WMDDS 
Executive Secretary at 234-5605. Target your Market – advertise in 
the Bulletin!
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Molly Murray
Your Professional Practice Insurance Advocate

616.301.2599  OR  866.735.5344

833 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite F
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

1494 Bayberry Lane
Lake City, MI 49651

Great Lakes Financial 
Insurance Agency 
Disability Income, Business Overhead, LTC & Health

ASSET

2828 Kraft Ave. SE, Suite 268 | Grand Rapids, MI  49512

Talk to the service-oriented expert Molly Murray  
about strategically placing your insurance money  

for use during retirement.

Call Molly Today at (616) 264-8391

Missing
The

MissingPiece
Is insurance an ASSET in your  

financial portfolio?

Piece
The
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Molly Murray
Your Professional Practice Insurance Advocate

616.301.2599  OR  866.735.5344

833 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite F
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

1494 Bayberry Lane
Lake City, MI 49651

Great Lakes Financial 
Insurance Agency 
Disability Income, Business Overhead, LTC & HealthLife Disability Income, Business Overhead, LTC & Health

“As a tax advisor, my goal is to listen to your 
concerns, understand the needs of your 

practice, and provide timely and proactive 
ideas to help you be successful.” 

BRETT KARHOFF, CPA, MST - Shareholder  
Helping practice owners navigate “safely” through the current complex tax code. 
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The way we put it all together 
helps you operate a productive practice

and deliver the best possible
patient experience.

Practice Care is Our Priority
At Henry Schein Dental, our mission is to improve the lives of those we touch by  
focusing on practice care, so dental professionals can focus on patient care.

Practice care is a combination of efficient solutions and integrated technologies 
designed to help you operate a productive practice, attain your business goals,  

and assist in the delivery of quality patient care.

Henry Schein Grand Rapids Center
2689 Walkent Dr. NW
Walker, MI 49544
616-791-2358 www.henryscheindental.com
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      free
consultation

set up 
your 616.914.4479

info@ddsintegration.com

www.ddsintegration.com

ddsintegration

PO Box 150633 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515

Dental Specialty

Friendly Experts

IT Systems/Support

Forward Thinking

Free consultation

What if IT wasn’t dreadful?
Imagine friendly conversations with human-like words and explanations. 

Imagine talking to someone who understands and cares about your needs. 

Imagine (take a deep breath) you actually liked your IT support team and 

they liked you. Imagine calling DDS Integration to make all this come true. 

Now, stop imagining and call!


